
 The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

 June 20, 2021 
Prelude 

 

 The Liturgy of the Word 

  
The Celebrant says  

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy, and Holy Spirit. 

People       And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen 

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Gloria 

 

Glory to God in the highest,  

   and peace to his people on earth. 

 

Lord God, heavenly King,  

almighty God and Father,  

    we worship you, we give you thanks,  

    we praise you for your glory. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world:  

     have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

      receive our prayer. 

 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord,  

you alone are the Most High, 

     Jesus Christ,  

     with the Holy Spirit,  

     in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

  The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

 

Collect of the Day 

O Lord, make us have perpetual love and reverence for your holy Name, for you never fail to 

help and govern those whom you have set upon the sure foundation of your loving-kindness; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 



ever and ever. Amen. 

First Reading      1 Samuel 17: (1a, 4-11, 19-23), 32-49 

[The Philistines gathered their armies for battle. And there came out from the camp of the 

Philistines a champion named Goliath, of Gath, whose height was six cubits and a span. He had a 

helmet of bronze on his head, and he was armed with a coat of mail; the weight of the coat was 

five thousand shekels of bronze. He had greaves of bronze on his legs and a javelin of bronze 

slung between his shoulders. The shaft of his spear was like a weaver’s beam, and his spear’s 

head weighed six hundred shekels of iron; and his shield-bearer went before him. He stood and 

shouted to the ranks of Israel, “Why have you come out to draw up for battle? Am I not a 

Philistine, and are you not servants of Saul? Choose a man for yourselves, and let him come 

down to me. If he is able to fight with me and kill me, then we will be your servants; but if I 

prevail against him and kill him, then you shall be our servants and serve us.” And the Philistine 

said, “Today I defy the ranks of Israel! Give me a man, that we may fight together.” When Saul 

and all Israel heard these words of the Philistine, they were dismayed and greatly afraid. 

Now Saul, and they, and all the men of Israel, were in the valley of Elah, fighting with the 

Philistines. David rose early in the morning, left the sheep with a keeper, took the provisions, and 

went as Jesse had commanded him. He came to the encampment as the army was going forth to 

the battle line, shouting the war cry. Israel and the Philistines drew up for battle, army against 

army. David left the things in charge of the keeper of the baggage, ran to the ranks, and went and 

greeted his brothers. As he talked with them, the champion, the Philistine of Gath, Goliath by 

name, came up out of the ranks of the Philistines, and spoke the same words as before. And 

David heard him.] 

David said to Saul, “Let no one’s heart fail because of him; your servant will go and fight with 

this Philistine.” Saul said to David, “You are not able to go against this Philistine to fight with 

him; for you are just a boy, and he has been a warrior from his youth.” But David said to Saul, 

“Your servant used to keep sheep for his father; and whenever a lion or a bear came, and took a 

lamb from the flock, I went after it and struck it down, rescuing the lamb from its mouth; and if it 

turned against me, I would catch it by the jaw, strike it down, and kill it. Your servant has killed 

both lions and bears; and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be like one of them, since he has 

defied the armies of the living God.” David said, “The Lord, who saved me from the paw of the 

lion and from the paw of the bear, will save me from the hand of this Philistine.” So Saul said to 

David, “Go, and may the Lord be with you!” Saul clothed David with his armor; he put a bronze 

helmet on his head and clothed him with a coat of mail. David strapped Saul’s sword over the 

armor, and he tried in vain to walk, for he was not used to them. Then David said to Saul, “I 

cannot walk with these; for I am not used to them.” So David removed them. Then he took his 

staff in his hand, and chose five smooth stones from the wadi, and put them in his shepherd’s 

bag, in the pouch; his sling was in his hand, and he drew near to the Philistine. 

The Philistine came on and drew near to David, with his shield-bearer in front of him. When the 

Philistine looked and saw David, he disdained him, for he was only a youth, ruddy and 

handsome in appearance. The Philistine said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come to me with 

sticks?” And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. The Philistine said to David, “Come to me, 

and I will give your flesh to the birds of the air and to the wild animals of the field.” But David 

said to the Philistine, “You come to me with sword and spear and javelin; but I come to you in 

the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. This very 

day the Lord will deliver you into my hand, and I will strike you down and cut off your head; 



and I will give the dead bodies of the Philistine army this very day to the birds of the air and to 

the wild animals of the earth, so that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel, and that 

all this assembly may know that the Lord does not save by sword and spear; for the battle is 

the Lord’s and he will give you into our hand.” 

When the Philistine drew nearer to meet David, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet 

the Philistine. David put his hand in his bag, took out a stone, slung it, and struck the Philistine 

on his forehead; the stone sank into his forehead, and he fell face down on the ground. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord  

People              Thanks be to God.  

Psalm 9:9-20  Confitebor tibi 

9 The LORD will be a refuge for the oppressed, * 

a refuge in time of trouble. 

10 Those who know your Name will put their trust in you, * 

for you never forsake those who seek you, O LORD. 

11 Sing praise to the LORD who dwells in Zion; * 

proclaim to the peoples the things he has done. 

12 The Avenger of blood will remember them; * 

he will not forget the cry of the afflicted. 

13 Have pity on me, O LORD; * 

see the misery I suffer from those who hate me, 

O you who lift me up from the gate of death; 

14 So that I may tell of all your praises 
and rejoice in your salvation * 

in the gates of the city of Zion. 

15 The ungodly have fallen into the pit they dug, * 

and in the snare they set is their own foot caught. 

16 The LORD is known by his acts of justice; * 

the wicked are trapped in the works of their own hands. 

17 The wicked shall be given over to the grave, * 

and also all the peoples that forget God. 

18 For the needy shall not always be forgotten, * 

and the hope of the poor shall not perish for ever. 

19 Rise up, O LORD, let not the ungodly have the upper hand; * 

let them be judged before you. 

20 Put fear upon them, O LORD; * 

let the ungodly know they are but mortal. 

 

Second Reading        2 Corinthians 6:1-13 

As we work together with Christ, we urge you also not to accept the grace of 

God in vain. For he says, 



“At an acceptable time I have listened to you, 

and on a day of salvation I have helped you.” 

See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! We are putting 

no obstacle in anyone's way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but 

as servants of God we have commended ourselves in every way: through great 

endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, 

labors, sleepless nights, hunger; by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, 

holiness of spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the power of God; with the 

weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; in honor and 

dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are 

true; as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see-- we are alive; as 

punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet 

making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything. 

We have spoken frankly to you Corinthians; our heart is wide open to you. There 

is no restriction in our affections, but only in yours. In return-- I speak as to 

children-- open wide your hearts also. 

Reader       The Word of the Lord  

People                   Thanks be to God.  

 

Holy Gospel        Mark 4:35-41 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

 

Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, and would 

sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. The 

earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. But when the 

grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.” He also said, 

“With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it? It is like a 

mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet 

when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, 

so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 

With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; he did not 

speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples. 

Celebrant         The Gospel of the Lord.  

People              Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 

Sermon       The Reverend Patricia Coller 



 

Nicene Creed 
  

After a period of silence following the sermon, all stand and say 

 

We believe in one God, 

  the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made.  

   For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

 by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Leader and People pray responsively 

 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

 

Silence, after which the reader says 

 



For all people in their daily life and work; 

For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 

 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 

For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 

For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 

For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

 

For Michael our Presiding Bishop, and Ian and Laura our Bishops, for Patricia, Laura and 

Jim our priests and for all bishops and other ministers; 

For all who serve God in his Church. 

 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation especially 

Rebecca, Bob Kuzmich, Antonnietta Rinaldi, Sun Wing Lui, Yuk Yee Cheung, 

Hailan Luo, Donald Lane, Jeff, Judy Stengel, Joan Bettini, Chris Moffat, Karen 

Johnson, Brenda Jones, Dave, Chris P., Tom Penny, Gina Bakota, Sandy, Cynthia 

Lordi, Tim Taylor, Walt Smith, Marilyn Neale, Ted Neale, John Beltz, Nick 

Vertucci, Beth Nichols, Susan, Don Bodell, Ilene Roth, Cheryl Curran, Octavia 

Pierce, Kathie Powell, Tracy Lynn, David Van Vlack and others we now name, 

(pause)  

 

 Hear us, Lord; 

For your mercy is great. 

  

 We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life, especially those we  

now name. 

 

We give thanks for the 19th wedding anniversary of Tim and Amy Taylor. 

 

The People may add their own thanksgivings 

 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 

And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

 

We pray for all who have died, especially those we now name, that they may have a place 

in your eternal kingdom. 

Silence 

 

The People may add their own petitions 



Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 

Who put their trust in you. 

   

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins 

Silence is kept. 

 

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 

in your compassion forgive us our sins, 

known and unknown, things done and left undone; 

and so uphold us by your Spirit 

that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 

to the honor and glory of your Name; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit, keep you in 

eternal life. Amen 

 

The Peace 
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People And also with you.  
 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Announcements 

The Holy Communion 
 

The Celebrant says an Offertory Sentence. 
 

Offertory Anthem Little David Play Your Harp Negro Spiritual 

 

Great Thanksgiving 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  

People And also with you.  

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.  

People We lift them to the Lord.  

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth 

 

For by water and the Holy Spirit you have made us a new people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to 

show forth your glory in all the world. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 



 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

     Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Then the Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 

creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; 

and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 

delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out 

of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 

 

The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 

from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 

Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 

sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 

fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly 

country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and 

daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, 

and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Celebrant then continues 
 

 



And now, as our Savior 

Christ has taught us, 

we are bold to say, 

 
People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy Name,  

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

 for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread 

A period of silence is kept.  

Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 

thanksgiving. 

 

After Communion, the Celebrant says; 

Let us pray. 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The priest blesses the people, saying 

Blessing   

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge 

and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the 



Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

Dismissal  

                       Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

                       Thanks be to God.  

Postlude 



CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

JUNE 20, 2021 
 

THE FLOWERS AT THE ALTAR ARE GIVEN to the Glory of God and in celebration of the 19th 

wedding anniversary of Tim and Amy Taylor, by Mom, Dad and Glen. 

 

THOSE CELEBRATING A BIRTHDAY THIS COMING WEEK Ryan Marcone, Mary Padgett, 

Tabytha Longway, Bob Ready. 

 

BIRTHDAYS If your birthday is not being recognized and you would like it listed in the bulletin 

on the week of your birthday, please call the office. I will not publish unless I have permission.  

 

VOLUNTEER MINISTRIES    JUNE 20, 2021 

Lector  10am  Trevor Jones 

 

Greeter  10am  Felix Esposito, Ken Warrington 

 

Altar Guild    Nancy Comboni, Lisa Bernstein 

     

Coffee Hour    Judy Kurmay 

 

CALENDAR FOR THE COMING WEEK  

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

June 20    10:00am Holy Eucharist, Rite II Celebrant, The Reverend Patricia Coller 

June 22   10:00am - Staff Meeting Zoom 

June 22     7:00pm   Vestry Meeting 

June 24   12:00pm Dwelling in the Word and lunch bunch 

 

WE ARE WORSHIPPING IN PERSON ONCE AGAIN, God willing we will continue to worship in-

person at 10am on Sundays in the parish hall. Please wear a mask. In July and August we will 

move to our usual summer schedule, worshipping at 9am. 

 

OFFERINGS AND PLEDGES can now be made electronically. Simply log on to the Christ Church 

website at christchurchstratford.org and you will be able to click on a button to make your 

contribution. Offerings may also be dropped into the offering box at church, or mailed to the 

church office. 

 

GARDEN CLUB 

We are blessed to have a number of beautiful perennials and flowering trees on our church 

property, and they are a wonderful illustration of Easter’s sense of new life. Beth Brooks has 

done a wonderful job of caring for our plants and gardens, and spends time on our grounds often, 

keeping things looking great. If you would like to lend her a hand with weeding or other 

gardening tasks, please call the church office (203-375-4447) or email to 

office.ccstratford1707@gmail .com. 

 

DWELLING IN THE WORD will now meet at 12:00pm on Thursdays, followed by lunch. All are 

welcome. 
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