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At 7pm every evening the churches in Stratford are all ringing their bells
during this time of COVID-19, as a symbol of hope and solidarity. We are all
in this together!

Parts of a typical tower bell hung for swinging:
1.

Bell yoke or headstock

2. canons, 3.

crown, 4. shoulder, 5. waist, 6. sound bow, 7.
lip, 8. mouth, 9. clapper, 10. bead line
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Habits of Grace
An invitation for you, from Presiding Bishop Curry
July 27, 2020: Prayer into action
Earlier this week, I was preparing a very brief meditation for
a kind of public service announcement on prayer in the time
of pandemic. And as I was preparing, something dawned on
me that I wanted to share with you. There are two instances
and there may be others to be sure, in both the Hebrew
scriptures and in the New Testament where you see prayer
linked directly with action.
One example is found in First Kings where the prophet Elijah
is fleeing for his life. He, in Chapter 19, says he ends up at a
cave near Mount Horeb, which is Mount Sinai in other places. And there for 40
days, he's in prayer, fasting and struggling. And after that time of prayer, when he
kind of senses what God wants him to do, he then goes out and leads a reformation
in Israel that was really significant.
His prayer led him to action. You see the same kind of pattern in Jesus in the
garden of Gethsemane, he's praying about what he should do. And that leads him to
make the decision to give his life, to show what love looks like for the cause and way
of love. But it's that prayer that leads to action. It occurred to me that in this time of
pandemic, it may be helpful to remember that our prayer can lead to actions. We
can't do all the things that we used to do, but we can do some things. We can pray,
pray for all of the conditions and all of the situations that we are aware of in our
world, and that we are aware of because of this pandemic, but also take some
action. There are ways we can support causes that help people in this time.
There are ways that we can support ministries that are helpful, but there's some
simple ways. We can keep social distance. That's a way of action. It's an act of
prayer. We can pay attention to public health officials and their guidance, that's an
action. We can wear these face masks.
And so I was trying to think of what is a prayer that combines prayer and action in
the Book of Common Prayer? And I found it, there are many, but this one stands
out.
It's the prayer of St. Francis.
Lord make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow
love. Where there is injury, pardon. Where there is discord, union. Where
there is doubt, faith. Where there is despair, hope. Where there is darkness,
light. Where there is sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much seek to be
consoled as to console, to be understood as to understand, to be loved as to
love. For it is in giving that we receive, it is in pardoning that we are
pardoned, and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
Pray and do what you can.
God love you. God bless you and keep the faith.

STRATFORD DEPENDS ON YOUR ANSWERING THE 2020 CENSUS
The funding level for many critical services depends on our population - that's
why it's so essential for Stratford residents to answer the 2020 U.S. Census. If
you haven't done it yet, please visit 2020Census.gov.
Census results help determine how billions of dollars in federal funding flow into states and
communities each year.
The results determine how many seats in Congress each state gets.
The U.S. Census Bureau is bound by law to protect your answers and keep
them strictly confidential.

This sign was placed in solidarity with the Episcopal Churches of Connecticut
for the Fourth of July weekend to say that we stand with others in support of the
movement against institutional racism and white privilege.
Unfortunately the sign was removed without our knowledge but Christ Church
remains committed to seeking and serving Christ in all persons, and respecting the
dignity of every human being, as our Baptismal Covenant calls us to do.
Rev. Pat +

GODLY PLAY STORIES HAVE BEEN
POSTED ON THE CHRIST CHURCH
FACEBOOK PAGE, HERE IS THE VIDEO
LINK TO THE MOST RECENT STORY
POSTED ABOUT JACOB.
https://youtu.be/OXe1CNRkHNk

The Stratford Summer Sunset
Concert Series
The concerts will be performed at the
Paradise Green Gazebo at 7:00 p.m. on
the dates listed below. Attendees will be
required to practice social distancing
protocols currently in place: those within
the same family may sit together while
allowing a minimum of six feet between
other families, and face masks are to be
worn when entering local businesses.
The scheduled lineup for upcoming dates
includes (updated as of July 21, 2020):
Aug 4th Frank Porto Band (rain date Aug 6)
Aug 11 Re-Entry Band (rain date Aug 13)
Aug 18 The Void (rain date Aug 20)
Aug 21 Da Band (no rain date)
Aug 25 The Cold Ones (rain date Aug 27)
Sept 1 Chauncey Street Blues Band (rain date Sept 3)

BANDS ON THE BLUFFS !!
AUGUST 16, 5:00 - 7:00 PM
The Carter - Volpintesta Sambajazz Quintet!
Laura Volpintesta - vocals
Tim Moran - sax & flute
Joe Carter - guitar
Jeff Fuller - bass
Graciliano Zambonin - drums
Bands On The Bluffs
end of Margherita Lawn
Lordship (Stratford), CT
Bring lawn chairs or blanket.

DID YOU KNOW THIS ABOUT THE STAINED GLASS ??
Our third (and present)
church was built from
1857 to 1858 in the
Carpenter Gothic Style at
a cost of $16,000. A part
of the Chancel ceiling is
lighted by brightly colored
glass with biblical
emblems. For about sixty
years, this stained glass
was on the outside of the
Church. When the North
Parish Hall was built in
1917, this end of the
church was enclosed.

Thanks to Cheryl Warrington for this photo.

Adjacent to the Chancel is the Chapel of
St. Michael and All Angels, which
previously housed the Sunday School.
Now it's dedicated to all who served in
our country's military. Created in 1920,
the window was in the style of the day.
Those in mourning would have Louis
Comfort Tiffany memorialize in glass the
image of the person departed. In
accordance with her husband's wishes,
Claudia Allen was depicted an an angel.
As a part of the church renovation
project in 1998-99, the Chapel and its
Tiffany window were professionally
cleaned. Now a hundred years on, with
the morning sun streaming in, the
daffodils seem to dance and the colors
are breathtaking.
Thanks to Judy Kurmay for the stained glass
information.

Thanks to Kathie Powell for this photo.

John Lewis, the civil rights icon and distinguished
member of Congress, died July 17, 2020 at the age of 80.
Here are his final words, as recorded for The New York
Times:
“Though I was surrounded by two loving parents, plenty of
brothers, sisters and cousins, their love could not protect me
from the unholy oppression waiting just outside that family
circle. Unchecked, unrestrained violence and governmentsanctioned terror had the power to turn a simple stroll to the
store for some Skittles or an innocent morning jog down a
lonesome country road into a nightmare.
Like so many young people today, I was searching for a way out, or some might say
a way in, and then I heard the voice of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. on an old radio.
He was talking about the philosophy and discipline of nonviolence. He said we are
all complicit when we tolerate injustice. He said it is not enough to say it will get
better by and by. He said each of us has a moral obligation to stand up, speak up
and speak out. When you see something that is not right, you must say something.
You must do something. Democracy is not a state. It is an act, and each generation
must do its part to help build what we called the Beloved Community, a nation and
world society at peace with itself.
Ordinary people with extraordinary vision can redeem the soul of America by getting
in what I call good trouble, necessary trouble. Voting and participating in the
democratic process are key. The vote is the most powerful nonviolent change agent
you have in a democratic society. You must use it because it is not guaranteed. You
can lose it. You must also study and learn the lessons of history because humanity
has been involved in this soul-wrenching, existential struggle for a very long time.
People on every continent have stood in your shoes, through decades and centuries
before you. The truth does not change, and that is why the answers worked out long
ago can help you find solutions to the challenges of our time. Though I may not be
here with you, I urge you to answer the highest calling of your heart and stand up
for what you truly believe. In my life I have done all I can to demonstrate that the
way of peace, the way of love and nonviolence is the more excellent way. Now it is
your turn to let freedom ring.
When historians pick up their pens to write the story of the 21st century, let them
say that it was your generation who laid down the heavy burdens of hate at last and
that peace finally triumphed over violence, aggression and war. So I say to you,
walk with the wind, brothers and sisters, and let the spirit of peace and the power of
everlasting love be your guide.”

THE DECADES-LONG JOURNEY TO RESTORE THE NATIONAL CATHEDRAL
(THE EPISCOPAL CATHEDRAL IN D.C.)
The construction of the Washington
National Cathedral began in 1907 and
took 83 years to complete. Over the
course of nearly a century, hundreds of
artisans—stone masons, stone carvers,
woodworkers, stained glass artisans,
ornamental blacksmiths and many
others—built its soaring towers and
flying buttresses and crafted the many
gargoyles, grotesques, angels and
countless other decorative details that
are an integral part of Gothic design.
The Cathedral, a magnificent 14th-century Gothic-style landmark, was severely
damaged when an earthquake rocked the city on August 23, 2011. All told, the
cathedral sustained a staggering $34 million in damage. But after nine years, there
is still $19 million to raise and a monumental amount of work to accomplish.
For decades, the skilled building crafts have been in decline. There are not enough
young people “coming up in the trades,” and traditional contexts for apprenticeship
and training have been shrinking. The reality is that traditional building crafts and
the ability to preserve and safeguard our nation’s cultural heritage are endangered
in the United States.
“Historic preservation requires the preservation of knowledge and skill as well as
buildings,” writes folklorist Henry Glassie. In recent years, important steps have
been taken to revitalize and sustain traditional craftsmanship in the United States,
including innovative outreach and training programs provided by the American
College of the Building Arts, and the National Park Service’s Historic Preservation
Training Center.
These are encouraging signs, but there is still much that needs to be done to foster
the continuity of these centuries-old crafts—to recognize and honor building
artisans for their invaluable contributions to architectural projects, and to nurture
and encourage young people who want to become skilled stewards of our built
environment.
Craftspeople in building arts—like the Washington National Cathedral’s great
artisans Joe Alonso, Sean Callahan and Andy Uhl—play a critical role in
safeguarding cultural heritage. They help communities preserve old places that hold
treasured memories and meaning, identity and history. They create new structures
of beauty and excellence that inspire and enrich us all. Their vast store of
accumulated knowledge and skill should be preserved and passed onto future
generations for the benefit of our shared humanity.
Here's the link if you'd like to read the whole article, which has fascinating
detail about the restoration work and its many challenges:
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/decades-longjourney-restore-national-cathedral-180975307/

Covenant for Regathering
In response to the current COVID-19 pandemic
I promise, with God’s help and to the best of my ability, to abide by the guidelines of the Diocese of
Connecticut and Christ Church for participation in the life of my congregation.
In fulfillment of our Baptismal Covenant (BCP pages 304-305) I will strive to:
Love my neighbor as myself, by…
• Wearing a mask or scarf over my nose and mouth at all times in
church buildings, except momentarily to receive the sacrament or lead
worship through an assigned speaking part, and following public health guidelines
for hand sanitizing and disinfecting;
• Only attending worship if I am non-symptomatic for the COVID-19 virus or
any other transmittable disease that could compromise the health of another
congregant;
• Abstaining from attending if doing so would put me at greater risk due to my
own health status.
Respect the dignity of every human being, by…
• Making no physical contact with people beyond the members of my own
household;
• Maintaining a six foot or greater distance from other members of the
congregation;
• Respecting any requests for distance, masking and cleaning to ensure the
safety and comfort level of others.
Seek and serve Christ in all people, by…
• Trusting and supporting the decisions of both my diocesan and
congregational leaders;
• Staying connected with others in my community by telephone, video chat,
email, US mail, or other safely-distanced methods.

BE WELL, STAY SAFE, AND GOD BLESS

CALL TO ECCT CONVENTION 2020
Wednesday, October 14 – Sunday, October 18
This year's Episcopal Church in CT Annual Convention is being moved to an
entirely virtual format. So, instead of only two delegates being allowed to attend,
we can encourage anyone in the congregation, who is interested, to attend online.
Registration is free.
Format of Convention
Convention will be broken into manageable, bite-sized pieces and spread over
multiple days.
Wednesday-Friday of Convention will be given to “world café” conversations (as
we have done for the last two Conventions), one per day. The questions addressed
at these “world cafés” will be selected by Convention, with the caveat that one of
them will be about the work of the church in confronting and dismantling racism,
white supremacy, and anti-Black bias.
The Saturday of Convention will contain the address by the Bishop Diocesan as
well as a single legislative session where resolutions will be debated and voted
upon.
The Sunday of Convention will be given over solely to a diocesan-wide worship
service that will take place online at 10am and be available for parishes to use in
place of their local online worship service.
Registration
The cost of registration for all voting members of Convention is $15/person. Nonvoting participants in Convention may register for free. REGISTRATION
Here is the link to the full website about the Convention:
https://ecctconvention.org/2020/07/call-to-convention/

