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At 7pm every evening the churches in Stratford are all ringing their bells
during this time of COVID-19,
as a symbol of hope and solidarity. We are all in this together!
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IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM REV. PAT COLLER
Dear Friends,
Thank you so much for your faithfulness through the weeks of the Coronavirus
pandemic. The time of separation has been difficult in a number of ways. Life as we
knew it has changed, and will continue to be different for the foreseeable future.
However, I am writing today to share some good news about our common life as
Christ Church.
Beginning on Sunday July 5, and continuing each Sunday through Labor Day, there
will be an in-person worship service available at 9:00 a.m. in our sanctuary. The
service will be similar to what we’ve been doing in our on-line worship, except there
will be no congregational singing. We will continue to share in a “spiritual
communion” as no bread or wine will be distributed, at least during Phase II of
Connecticut’s Reopening.
Please know that on-line worship will continue to be available for anyone who is
not ready to return in person. We want all of our Christ Church family, first and
foremost, to remain safe. In particular, members over the age of 65, who are
reported to be the most vulnerable to the effects of the virus, are encouraged to
carefully and prayerfully consider when the best time to return might be.
As we return, we will be following guidelines developed for Episcopal churches
throughout the Diocese of Connecticut. These include the following:
• Anyone who has a cough or fever, or any virus symptoms, should stay at home
and participate by video or on-line worship.
• Parishioners over age 65 are encouraged to consider staying home until the threat
of COVID-19 is even more reduced.
• Worship gatherings will be limited to 25% of the Fire Marshall’s total occupancy
number, or a maximum of 100 people, by order of the Governor of Connecticut.
• Worshippers are asked to enter the building through the main doors leading to the
sanctuary, keeping social distancing in mind.
• Masks or face coverings will be required to be worn by all. If you are physically
unable to wear a mask, please worship at home during this period. Please bring
your own masks when you come to church. However, a limited number of masks
will be available at the church for those who arrive without one.
• You will be asked to “sign-in” as you enter, in case we need to reach you following
the service.
• A hand sanitizing station has been provided at the entrance to the building, and
those arriving are asked to use it.

• Pews have been marked with tape to designate where to sit in order to maintain
social distancing. It is suggested that families be seated in one of the “outer” pews,
and individuals be seated in the pews along the center aisle. Please do observe social
distancing guidelines. Ushers will be prepared to assist with questions.
• Bathrooms will be available for use by one person at a time. Touchless light
switches, soap dispensers, and paper towel dispensers have been installed in both
bathrooms on the main floor. We ask users to wipe down the bathroom with the
supplies provided after use.
• Coffee hour will be suspended until after Labor Day. We ask that you keep social
distancing in mind as you exit the worship service.
The parish office will be open beginning July 6, and will observe Summer Hours
until after Labor Day. Summer Hours are Monday through Thursday from 9 am
until noon. Please observe the following if you wish to visit the parish office:
• Please do not come to the building if you have a fever, cough, or other viral
symptoms.
• We ask visitors to make use of the hand-sanitizing station just inside the glass
doors when arriving.
• Face masks are required.
• The office door will be locked. Sue will admit visitors, one-at-a-time.
• When waiting to be admitted to the office, please observe social distancing from
others who may also be waiting to enter.
As I write this letter I am aware that this list of guidelines does not make our church
sound very welcoming! Please be assured that they have been created with the
pastoral care of all members of our community in mind. We want everyone to be safe
and healthy, especially while the danger of COVID-19 still exists. To that end, a
“Covenant for Regathering” has been created by the Diocese of Maryland, and
adapted for use by other dioceses throughout the church, and it is included, below.
Please do read it, as I believe it is a somewhat more gentle way of saying what is
meant by all of the guidelines that are being put in place at this time.
If you have questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at
mompat101@aol.com. I look forward to seeing you in-person whenever that time
comes. Meanwhile, please stay safe and well!
With blessings and peace,
Pat+

Covenant for Regathering
In response to the current COVID-19 pandemic
I promise, with God’s help and to the best of my ability, to abide by the guidelines of
the Diocese of Connecticut and Christ Church for participation in the life of my
congregation.
In fulfillment of our Baptismal Covenant (BCP pages 304-305) I will strive to:
Love my neighbor as myself, by…
• Wearing a mask or scarf over my nose and mouth at all times in
church buildings, except momentarily to receive the sacrament or lead
worship through an assigned speaking part, and following public health
guidelines for hand sanitizing and disinfecting;
• Only attending worship if I am non-symptomatic for the COVID- 19 virus or
any other transmittable disease that could compromise the health of
another congregant;
• Abstaining from attending if doing so would put me at greater risk due to
my own health status.
Respect the dignity of every human being, by…
• Making no physical contact with people beyond the members of my own
household;
• Maintaining a six foot or greater distance from other members of the
congregation;
• Respecting any requests for distance, masking and cleaning to ensure the
safety and comfort level of others.
Seek and serve Christ in all people, by…
• Trusting and supporting the decisions of both my diocesan and
congregational leaders;
• Staying connected with others in my community by telephone, video chat,
email, US mail, or other safely-distanced methods.

Here are pictures of what you will see when attending in-person
services at Christ Church
When first arriving, please sign in!

Note the crosses on the pews marking 6ft distances

Hands-free upgrades!

Markers on floor showing 6 ft distances!

Sanitizing stations have been provided

Thank you, Gail, for the pictures!

Habits of Grace: In this month of June
Episcopal Church Office of Public Affairs
Posted Jun 16, 2020

This is the month of June. These are some hard times. Hard times for all, but really
hard times for so many. Sometimes it’s helpful to go back and look how others
navigated hard times. I went and picked up a small book. There’s a book of
sermons by Harry Emerson Fosdick. It was published in the mid 1940s, in 1944 I
believe. It was a collection of sermons that he preached as the pastor of Riverside Church
in New York City, during the Second World War when the entire world was in an
apocalyptic struggle between good and evil. One of the sermons he titled, “In such
a time as this, no dry-as-dust religion will do.”
He pleaded with people of God to draw closer to God for strength and energy. To
live lives of love, of faith, of hope. In that same period of time, he composed the
hymn that’s found in many of our hymnals, and I would offer it for us this week in
this month of June.

God of grace and God of glory,
on thy people pour thy power;
crown thy ancient churches’ story,
bring her bud to glorious flower.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage
for the facing of this hour . . .
Save us from weak resignation
to the evils we deplore;
let the gift of thy salvation
be our glory evermore.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
serving thee whom we adore.
(Harry Emerson Fosdick, 1930)
This is Hymn 594 in the Hymnal, we've sung it many times! Now it comes
with added meaning in these times.
God love you. God bless you. May God hold us all in those Almighty hands of love.
Reference: “No Dry as Dust Religion Will Do,”A Great Time to Be Alive:
Sermons on Christianity in War Time, by Harry Fosdick, Harpers &
Brothers, 1944

Posted by Presiding Bishop Michael Curry

Presiding Bishop joins Poor People’s Campaign’s massive online
demonstration
By Jack Jenkins
Posted Jun 22, 2020, in the Episcopal News Service online
The full article can be found at https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/2020/06/22/poor-peoples-

campaign-stages-massive-online-demonstration/
Here are some excerpts from the article:
[Religion News Service]— With COVID-19 restrictions preventing an intended inperson rally in Washington, D.C., at least a million supporters of the Poor People’s
Campaign reportedly tuned in on June 20 to watch a mix of live speeches and prerecorded clips of liberal religious leaders calling for a “moral revolution” and the
enactment of a sweeping policy agenda focused on the poor.
The Rev. Alvin O’Neal Jackson, executive director of the event, said the
campaign was dedicated to addressing five “interlocking evils and injustices”
plaguing the United States: “systemic racism, systemic poverty, ecological
devastation, the war-based economy and the false moral narrative of religious
nationalism.” The Rev. Liz Theoharis, a Presbyterian minister co-chairs the
campaign with the Rev. William Barber, a Disciples of Christ minister and
pastor in Goldsboro, North Carolina.
Viewers also heard from low-income Americans who discussed their struggles with
health care access, wage inequality, labor rights, voter suppression, racism, police
brutality, homophobia, climate change, militarism, indigenous rights and immigrant
rights, among other issues. Their accounts were bolstered by short pre-filmed talks
from faith leaders such as the Rt. Rev. Michael Curry, presiding bishop of The
Episcopal Church; Sister Simone Campbell, head of the Catholic social justice
lobby Network; Valarie Kaur, a prominent Sikh activist and author; Linda
Sarsour, Muslim activist and co-chair of the original 2017 Women’s March;
Rabbi Sharon Brous, head of the Ikar Jewish community in California; and
Wendsler Nosie, former chairman of the San Carlos Apache Tribe.
Among the policy demands the Poor People’s Campaign unveiled on Saturday morning
were a single-payer universal health care system, free tuition at public colleges, an
assault weapons ban, ending inequalities in the criminal justice system and
granting Washington, D.C., statehood.
(The Rev. William) Barber said his passion for eradicating poverty, including
policy proposals, is rooted in his faith. “Now I know somebody’s out there
saying, ‘Well, did you get that from the Democrats? Did you get that from the
progressives?’ No, I got it from the Bible,” Barber said.
“Jesus said that every nation is going to be judged by how it treats the poor,
how it treats the least of these, how it treats the sick and the hungry and in
prisons. I got it from the prophets that Jews, Muslims and Christians honor.
Isaiah 10 said: Woe unto those who legislate evil and rob the poor of their
rights and make women and children their prey.”

Fun Factoids about Charles Wesley,
Hymnwriter!
Book Review: Charles Wesley
the Paradoxical Anglican

Gareth Lloyd (Contributor Webpage)
The traditional image of Charles Wesley is that of a loyal Anglican whose attachment to the
parent Church of England led to his isolation within Methodism in his later years. There is a
contradiction in this viewpoint as Charles Wesley, despite his protestations of Anglican
loyalty, contributed a great deal to the establishment of an evangelical popular movement.
The more that one examines the activities of Charles Wesley, the clearer it becomes that he
was in fact a radical conservative, whose high Sacramental theology was combined with the
promotion of new worship practices such as congregational hymn singing and the class
meeting. This mix of different elements produced a Methodist movement that was a
combination of High Church theology, strict discipline, and innovative forms of structure,
devotion, and worship.
The last of the thirteen English colonies to be established in what is now the United States
was Georgia. The colony was in part a philanthropic enterprise organized by James
Oglethorpe, to give those who had fallen on hard times a new start in a new land. Among
those who helped in establishing the early colony were John and Charles Wesley, sent out in
1735 as missionaries by the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel. Charles Wesley was
also to serve as secretary to Governor Oglethorpe.
On board the Wesley brothers' ship to America were also twenty-six German Moravians. Both
John and Charles were impressed by the hymn singing of these evangelistic Christians and
realized for the first time that hymn singing could be a spiritual experience. Charles became
ill and only stayed in Georgia four months; John stayed another year. In 1737 in Savannah,
John printed a Collection of Psalms and Hymns for use in his congregations. Half of the songs
were by Isaac Watts. The community was not pleased and a grand jury charged Charles
Wesley (among other things) with "introducing into the church . . . hymns not authorized."
John hastily fled the colony before his case came to trial.
Encyclopedia Britannica: He published more than 4,500 hymns and left some 3,000 in
manuscript; George Frideric Handel wrote music specifically for some of them. Among
Wesley’s best known hymns are “Love divine, all loves excelling”; “Hark, the herald angels
sing”; “Christ the Lord is ris’n today”; “Soldiers of Christ, arise”; “Rejoice, the Lord is king”;
and “Jesu, lover of my soul.” (Thanks to Matt Light for this article.)

Here is an Episcopal prayer for hope:
When evil darkens our world, give us light. When despair numbs our souls, give us
hope. When we stumble and fall, lift us up. When doubts assail us, give us faith.
When nothing seems sure, give us trust. When ideals fade, give us vision. When we
lose our way, be our guide! That we may find serenity in Your presence, and
purpose in doing Your will.
We pray this in the name of Jesus. Amen.
LET ME NOT LOOK AWAY, OH GOD
by the Rt. Rev. Steven Charleston, Choctaw
“Let me not look away, O God, from any truth I should see. Even if it is
difficult, let me face the reality in which I live. I do not want to live inside a
cosseted dream, imagining I am the one who is always right, or believing
only what I want to hear. Help me to see the world through other eyes, to
listen to voices distant and different, to educate myself to the feelings of
those with whom I think I have nothing in common. Break the shell of my
indifference. Draw me out of my prejudices and show me your wide variety.
Let me not look away.”
Amen

To everyone who helped make our “Beach
Service” a success, a big Thank You!!

News from the Norfolk Music Festival
Everyone is invited to go online each Saturday in July for a
series of performances by Norfolk Festival artists and alumni like the Brentano
String Quartet. Concerts will be presented from the stage of the Norfolk Festival's
Music Shed as well as
other locations across the globe.
They are all on YouTube so you can watch them when you want:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCnVqTARZYj9N_WOnBk8KUYg/
videos
Thank you to the Trinity Episcopal Newsletter, 6/20/20

BE WELL, STAY SAFE,
AND GOD BLESS!

