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At 7pm every evening the churches in Stratford are all ringing their bells
during this time of COVID-19, as a symbol of hope and solidarity.
We are all in this together!
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A MESSAGE FROM REV. PAT COLLER
The staff and leadership at Christ Church have been learning more about
technology than we ever thought we'd need to know, thanks to the Coronavirus
pandemic! Those of you who worship at home will have noticed that the
weekly worship service is not available until later in the day on Sunday. We are
working on how to make it visible earlier in the day, and hope to have more
news on that in the coming weeks as we adjust to new video equipment.
Once exciting new development, however, is that pledges and offerings to
Christ Church may now be made using PayPal. Those who have a PayPal
account may simply log-on to paypal.me/christchurchstratfor (notice that
there is no"d" in Stratford in this case...). Your offerings will be received by
Christ Church in a safe and secure manner. Of course, you may always
continue to mail your pledges and offerings to the church office, or drop them
in the offering box on Sunday at church.
Please consider joining the annual Convention, online.
The website https://ecctconvention.org/ has information about registration,
schedule, and participation. Basically there will be discussions/conversations
on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday of Convention, and anyone may
participate. Saturday will feature Bishop Douglas' annual address, and debate
and decision-making regarding resolutions. Sunday will be a Diocesan-Wide
worships service. All of these events will be available on-line.
God bless and stay safe and well!
Pat+"

STRATFORD DEPENDS ON YOUR ANSWERING THE 2020 CENSUS
The funding level for many critical services depends on our population - that's
why it's so essential for Stratford residents to answer the 2020 U.S. Census. If
you haven't done it yet, please visit 2020Census.gov.
Census results help determine how billions of dollars in federal funding flow into states and
communities each year.
The results determine how many seats in Congress each state gets.
The U.S. Census Bureau is bound by law to protect your answers and keep
them strictly confidential.

Join Yvette Rose (Partner Specialist with the Census Bureau), our Region Missionary,
and the Southwest Region Leadership Team for a one hour conversation on exploring
the importance of the Census and the implications for justice work in our Region,
July 23, 5 – 6 p.m. All are welcome. Invite others. Please register below:
REGISTER for FORUM HERE

This sign was placed in solidarity with the Episcopal Churches of Connecticut
for the Fourth of July weekend to say that we stand with others in support of the
movement against institutional racism and white privilege.
Unfortunately the sign was removed without our knowledge sometime late
Sunday or early Monday, but Christ Church remains committed to seeking and
serving Christ in all persons, and respecting the dignity of every human being, as
our Baptismal Covenant calls us to do."
Rev. Pat +

CHRIST CHURCH'S INVOLVEMENT WITH THE ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY
AND THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD
Asa Seymour Curtis (1813-1895) was recognized as a prominent figure in the
Stratford community. He was a farmer who was active in temperance and
abolition movements as a young man and it was known that his home on Elm
Street, across from Academy Hill, was a station on the Underground Railroad.
Here's a story about Asa and the efforts of the church during the war
(excerpted from the old Christ Church “history page”).
“As he headed home from a meeting, rotten fruit and
epithets flew out of the dark at Christ Church organist Asa
Seymour Curtis. It wasn’t a convenient time to be against
slavery in Stratford. Abolitionists, though vocal, were a
minority.
Stratford’s Anti-Slavery Society formed
in 1837 (!) with the rector, Rev. George
Shepherd, serving as its first president,
and Curtis as the secretary. Though
Rev. Shepherd left Christ Church two
years later, Curtis remained at Christ
Church as a man stubbornly
committed to his views. According to
family legend, his home served as a
station on the Underground Railroad.
Recent research has revealed that 200+ slaves, and AfroAmerican free men and women were baptized at Christ
Episcopal Church in Stratford during this period. Their
baptismal records appear in the church records.
Early support for the war soon faded. By July, 1862,
Stratford struggled to meet its quota of soldiers. A popular
rally was held near Christ Church with the Senior Warden,
Lewis Russell, as one of its sponsors. The town offered a
$50 bounty (soon to be increased to $150) to each
volunteer. Even this effort failed, and a draft was instituted
a year later. After four blood-soaked years, slavery was
finished and the union preserved.
In an effort to reach out during the post war years, Christ
Church regularly donated to the Freedman’s Aid Society as
well as to the destitute clergy in the South.”

After the war, Asa was one of the Civil War veterans
who helped erect the Civil War Monument at
Academy Hill. In 1987, it was restored, and the
restoration was noticed by historians. Catherine
Lawrence, a life-long Christ Church member and greatgrandaughter of Asa Curtis was interviewed about Asa for
an article about the renovation. She said of him, “He was
a musician and teacher who hated war. But he also felt he
had to defend his belief in the abolitionist movement. He
was involved in a group which, like many others, operated
as an underground association because being an
abolitionist was unpopular. People were torn about what
do about the slavery question.” (NYT, 8/16/1987) Thanks to Matt
Light for finding these articles.

Return of a Summer Tradition:

The Stratford Summer Sunset Concert Series Kicks-Off July 21st!
The Stratford Department of Recreation is excited to announce that the 2020 Summer Sunset
Concert Series will kick-off on Tuesday, July 21st ! The concerts will be performed at the Paradise
Green Gazebo at 7:00 p.m. on their scheduled dates.
Attendees will be required to practice social distancing protocols currently in place: those within the
same family may sit together while allowing a minimum of six feet between other families, and face
masks are to be worn when entering local businesses.
The scheduled lineup includes:
July 21 – Oddfellows (Rain Date: July 28)
August 11 - Re-Entry Band (Rain Date: August 13)
August 18 - The Void (Rain Date: August 20)
September 1 - Chauncey Street Blues Band (Rain Date: September 3)

CALL TO ECCT CONVENTION 2020
Wednesday, October 14 – Sunday, October 18
This year's Episcopal Church in CT Annual Convention is being moved to an
entirely virtual format. So, instead of only two delegates being allowed to attend,
we can encourage anyone in the congregation, who is interested, to attend online.
Registration is free.
Although only the delegates can vote, everyone is encouraged to take part in the
work of the convention. They will have a voice and will be able to participate fully
in the "World Cafe" sessions as well as the deliberation during the legislative
session on Sunday. We highly recommend taking a peek at a whole different
aspect of our church and perhaps joining in on one or all of the extremely
interesting "World Cafe" sessions.
Format of Convention
The Annual Convention will be held exclusively online this year, making use
primarily of video conferencing technology as well as pre-recorded videos.
Recognizing the exhaustion that comes with extended periods of time on video
conferencing, Convention will be broken into manageable, bite-sized pieces and
spread over multiple days. As a result, Convention will run from Wednesday
through Sunday, with most days containing no more than a couple of hours of
content.
Wednesday-Friday of Convention will be given to “world café” conversations (as
we have done for the last two Conventions), one per day. The questions addressed
at these “world cafés” will be selected by Convention, with the caveat that one of
them will be about the work of the church in confronting and dismantling racism,
white supremacy, and anti-Black bias.
The Saturday of Convention will contain the address by the Bishop Diocesan as
well as a single legislative session where resolutions will be debated and voted
upon. The Sunday of Convention will be given over solely to a diocesan-wide
worship service that will take place online at 10am and be available for parishes to
use in place of their local online worship service.
Submitting Questions for Convention
Any Episcopalian in Connecticut can submit a single question for consideration at
one of the three “world café” sessions that will take place on the Wednesday,
Thursday, and Friday of Convention. Questions can be submitted electronically
from now until Monday, July 27. Everyone who submits a question must attend
an online workshop on Saturday, August 1 to refine your question in conversation
with others who have also submitted a question. SUBMIT A QUESTION
Registration
The cost of registration for all voting members of Convention is $15/person. Nonvoting participants in Convention may register for free. REGISTRATION
Here is the link to the full website about the Convention:
https://ecctconvention.org/2020/07/call-to-convention/

Episcopal, ELCA (Lutheran) leaders headline webinar connecting political advocacy
with love of neighbor
By David Paulsen
Here are excerpts from the article:

An Episcopal and Lutheran webinar on July 9, joined by more than 2,000
participants, highlighted the two churches’ nonpartisan political advocacy and
offered tips for church members seeking to express their faith values through public
engagement.
The Episcopal Church’s Presiding Bishop Michael Curry and Presiding Bishop
Elizabeth Eaton of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, or ELCA, both
participated in the webinar.
“It’s probably not accidental that Jesus speaks of the spirit of God as the advocate,”
Curry said, citing the Gospel of John. “The work of advocacy really is the work of
love, and it is the practical work of love in the social and public context.”
“Advocacy is a deeply spiritual discipline,” Eaton said, adding that the Lutheran
tradition of advocacy dates to Martin Luther and is grounded in the biblical call to
love one’s neighbor. In Luther’s teachings, “each person lives only for others, not for
himself or herself,” she said.
“What often looks like quick and rapid social change is the result of long, hard work
that’s gone on for years,” Bishop Curry said, mentioning that his grandfather had
joined marches on Washington back in the 1940s. “Social change does not happen
overnight. It is the long, hard work of one generation working and another picking it
up, and you keep working and you keep working and progress is made.”

Covenant for Regathering
In response to the current COVID-19 pandemic
I promise, with God’s help and to the best of my ability, to abide by the guidelines of the Diocese of
Connecticut and Christ Church for participation in the life of my congregation.
In fulfillment of our Baptismal Covenant (BCP pages 304-305) I will strive to:
Love my neighbor as myself, by…
• Wearing a mask or scarf over my nose and mouth at all times in
church buildings, except momentarily to receive the sacrament or lead
worship through an assigned speaking part, and following public health guidelines
for hand sanitizing and disinfecting;
• Only attending worship if I am non-symptomatic for the COVID-19 virus or
any other transmittable disease that could compromise the health of another
congregant;
• Abstaining from attending if doing so would put me at greater risk due to my
own health status.
Respect the dignity of every human being, by…
• Making no physical contact with people beyond the members of my own
household;
• Maintaining a six foot or greater distance from other members of the
congregation;
• Respecting any requests for distance, masking and cleaning to ensure the
safety and comfort level of others.
Seek and serve Christ in all people, by…
• Trusting and supporting the decisions of both my diocesan and
congregational leaders;
• Staying connected with others in my community by telephone, video chat,
email, US mail, or other safely-distanced methods.

Thanks so much to all of you who
have been sending your pledges
and offerings to the church by
mail. Because of your faithfulness,
Christ Church has been able to
keep up with expenses during this
fallow time, so please keep sending
your pledges and offerings to the
church!

BE WELL, STAY SAFE, AND GOD BLESS

