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At 7pm every evening the churches in Stratford are all ringing their
bells during this time of Corona Virus,
as a symbol of hope and solidarity. We are all in this together!
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FOOD COLLECTION THIS SUNDAY! JUNE 7
The First Congregational Church of Stratford is hosting a drive-by
food collection this Sunday, June 7, from 11:30 am to 1:30 pm.
Non-perishable foods will be collected along the side of the church
building on Church Street. Please have your food donations in a
bag or a box in your trunk. Please pull up along the side of the road
(wait your turn if there is a line). When you "pop" open your trunk,
volunteers wearing masks and gloves will remove the bag or box
from your trunk. Donations will be given to Sterling House, and
also the South End Food pantry.

In addition to participating in the creation of the statement released by
the Stratford Clergy Association, which is included in this newsletter,
I have also been praying that a renewed commitment to equality, justice
and peace arise in our country. Here are two prayers that I have found
helpful:
Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let
us sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is discord,
union; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant
that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be
understood as to understand; to be loved as to love. For it is in
giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and
it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move
every human heart, and especially the hearts of the people of this
land, that barriers which divide us may crumble, suspicions
disappear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, we
may live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
~Canon Pat

SAVE THE DATE! June 9
ECCT Region Town Hall Meeting Coming Up!
Join Bishop Douglas, Bishop Ahrens, our Region Missionaries
and Region Leadership Teams for one hour conversations to
explore What are we learning? And What is God saying to us?
during the coronavirus pandemic.

Christ Church in Stratford is part of the Southwest Region:
Southwest Region Town Hall Meeting
June 9, 6:30 p.m.
All are welcome. No registration required.
Zoom links can be found here on our website

Click on: "Upcoming ECCT Events"

Thanks so much to all of you who have been sending your pledges
and offerings to the church by mail. Because of your faithfulness,
Christ Church has been able to keep up with expenses pretty well
during this fallow time, so please keep sending your pledges and
offerings to the church!
We hope you have all received the survey attached to Canon Pat's
email of May 19. Please do take a moment to complete the survey
and send it back to the church. If you like, you can also scan and
email the completed survey to Pat at mompat101@aol.com
or to the church office at ccstratford@att.net
Here is the survey, for your convenience, on the next two pages.

Congregational Survey Regarding Re-opening at Christ Church Stratford
Dear Friends,
As we begin to think about re-opening our church for worship, meetings, and
other activities, we wanted to hear your opinions, especially with respect to
what would make you feel comfortable enough to come back.
Please take a few minutes to complete this survey and mail it back to the
church at your earliest convenience. Canon Pat sent this via email on May 19;
please check your email. It was sent as an email attachment.
SURVEY
1. When our local government lifts its ban on church gatherings, which best
describes your feeling toward returning to a worship service at Christ Church?
(circle one)
· I will return the first opportunity we have
· I will return at first opportunity but with some concerns and
precautions
· I will wait several additional weeks before I attend
· It may be quite a while before I return
· Not sure
2. In addition to our local government lifting its ban or guidance against
public gatherings, are there other signs you want to see before you return to
attend a worship service at Christ Church? (circle all that apply)
· Local businesses are open again
· Restaurants offer indoor seating areas
· Schools are open again
· The number of coronavirus cases in the area is very small
· Most social distancing recommendations have been lifted
· Not sure
3. What precautions, if any, do you plan to take when you return to a worship
service? (circle all that apply)
· I will wear a face mask
· I will stand or sit in places where I am at least 6 feet from others
(except for my own family)
· I will avoid shaking hands
· I will avoid any physical contact
· I will bring hand sanitizer
· I will avoid crowded hallways
· None of these

4. What precautions, if any, would you want our church to take for worship
gatherings? (circle all that apply)
· Mark pews for correct social distancing
· Worship in parish hall with chairs appropriately spaced
· Limit use of Prayer Books and Hymnals
· Devise a new method for distributing communion
· Devise a new method for taking up the offering
· Keep doors open so that no one needs to touch handles
· Designate one-way foot traffic for entering and exiting the
building
· Provide hand sanitizer stations
· Require wearing of masks
· Discourage shaking hands or touching of any kind
· Sanitize worship space after every use
· Other
5. What precautions would you want the church to take with respect to Godly
Play and Teen Group? (circle all that apply)
· Suspend youth and children’s programs until next fall
· Require children to wear masks
· Require teachers to wear masks
· Plan activities where children can maintain a safe social distance
· Other
6. When our local government lifts its ban or guidance against public
gatherings, which of the following would you prefer for our church? (circle all
that apply)
· Resume in person worship in church as soon as possible
· Open the office but do not resume in person worship for several
more weeks
· Resume worship services but not have coffee hour
· Hold worship services outdoors
· Continue offering video worship opportunities
· Resume meetings (Vestry, Bible Study, Committee Meetings, etc.)
in person
· Continue hosting meetings on Zoom
7. Additional thoughts/comments?

PENTECOST PRAYER
Bishop Curry offered the following prayer for Pentecost; it was part of
his weekly “Habits of Grace” prayer offerings for the entire human
family, jointly composed by Lutherans and Episcopalians during this
pandemic:
God of all power and love,
we give thanks for your unfailing presence
and the hope you provide in times of uncertainty and loss.
Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire.
Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world:
a people who pray, worship, learn,
break bread, share life, heal neighbors,
bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit.
Wherever and however we gather,
unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission,
that we and the whole creation might be restored and renewed,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

CHURCH RESPONSES TO THE EVENTS OF THIS WEEK
PRESIDING BISHOP MICHAEL CURRY'S STATEMENT
ON PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP'S USE OF ST. JOHN'S CHURCH
AND THE HOLY BIBLE
From the Episcopal Church Office of Public Affairs, June 1, 2020

This evening, the President of the United States stood in front of St.
John’s Episcopal Church, lifted up a bible, and had pictures of himself
taken. In so doing, he used a church building and the Holy Bible for
partisan political purposes. This was done in a time of deep hurt and
pain in our country, and his action did nothing to help us or to heal us.
The bible teaches us that “God is love.” Jesus of Nazareth taught, “You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.” The prophet Micah taught that
the Lord requires us to “do justice, love mercy and walk humbly with
our God.” The bible the President held up and the church that he stood
in front of represent the values of love, of justice, of compassion, and of
a way to heal our hurts.
We need our President, and all who hold office, to be moral leaders
who help us to be a people and nation living these values. For the sake
of George Floyd, for all who have wrongly suffered, and for the sake of
us all, we need leaders to help us to be “one nation, under God, with
liberty and justice for all.”

New England Episcopal bishops respond with one voice
New England Episcopal bishops responded with one voice to the
President’s “cynical” photo-op by calling out “the abomination of
continued oppression of and violence against people of color
in this nation.”
What President Trump did in front of St. John’s Episcopal Church,
Lafayette Square on the evening of June 1 was disgraceful and morally
repugnant. Displaying a Bible from which he did not quote, using as a
mere backdrop an Episcopal church where he did not pray, and – more
callously – ordering law enforcement to clear, with force and tear gas, a
path through demonstrators who had gathered in peace, President
Trump distorted for his own purposes the cherished symbols of our faith
to condone and stoke yet more violence.
His tactic was obvious. Simply by holding aloft an unopened Bible
he presumed to claim Christian endorsement and imply that of The
Episcopal Church. Far more disturbingly, he seemed to be affecting the
authority of the God and Savior we worship and serve, in order to
support his own authority and to wield enhanced use of military force in
a perverted attempt to restore peace to our nation.
His actions did nothing to mend the torn social fabric of our nation.
Instead, they were a blatant attempt to drive a wedge between the
people of this nation, and even between people of faith. No matter
where we may stand on the partisan spectrum, we, as Christian leaders
called to proclaim a God of love, find his actions repugnant. Jesus
taught us to love our enemies, to seek healing over division, and make
peace in the midst of violence. Our church may rightly feel outraged
and insulted by having the symbols of our faith used as a set prop in a
cynical political drama.
The real abomination before us, however, is the continued
oppression of and violence against people of color in this nation. Let us
reserve and focus the energies of our indignation to serve our Lord
Jesus Christ’s higher purpose: to extend love and mercy and justice for
all, and especially for those whose life, liberty, and very humanity is
threatened by the persistent sin of systemic racism and the contagion of
white supremacy.
Signed,
The Rt. Rev. Laura J. Ahrens, Bishop Suffragan, Connecticut
The Rt. Rev. Ian T. Douglas, Bishop Diocesan, Connecticut
The Rt. Rev. Thomas James Brown, Bishop Diocesan, Maine
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Alan M. Gates, Bishop Diocesan, Massachusetts
Gayle E. Harris, Bishop Suffragan, Massachusetts
A. Robert Hirschfeld, Bishop Diocesan, New Hampshire
W. Nicholas Knisely, Bishop Diocesan, Rhode Island
Shannon MacVean-Brown, Bishop Diocesan, Vermont
Douglas J. Fisher, Bishop Diocesan, Western Mass.

Statement by Members of The Stratford Clergy Association
June 1, 202
There are moments in our lives when we witness such violent acts of
senseless brutality that our consciences wince with horror and grief and
compel us to speak out against the evil of racial injustice. This is such a
moment. We cannot and must not remain silent and retreat into
obscurity and silence.
The brutal and senseless death of George Floyd at the hands of
police officers has shocked the conscience of America and that of the
entire world. Due to social media, we have become direct witnesses of
racial injustice at its worst, ending in yet another death of another black
man. We most emphatically condemn the use of grossly excessive force
against a person who had already been subdued. We leave it to the
authorities to bring appropriate charges against all officers involved.
At the same time, we offer our support and prayers for Mr. Floyd’s
family and friends who are grieving his loss and courageously resisting
the temptation to strike back with force. We stand in solidarity with
them as we offer prayers for him, his family, the community at large and
for all who strive to rid our nation of the evil of racism and violence.
We also speak out against those who have resorted to violence and
criminal acts in order to avenge their anger and grief. Violence only
begets more violence. It does nothing to bring about justice but actually
subverts justice. That conduct cannot be tolerated either.
We join with our brothers and sisters all over the world in imploring
Almighty God to right this wrong, to rid our souls of uncontrolled anger
and to bring about a lasting peace in our troubled world, based on
justice and the biblical love of God and neighbor.
Help us Lord to reject evil wherever it may exist, to seek
forgiveness for our own sins as we forgive those who have sinned
against our brothers and sisters, and to seek reconciliation,
healing and harmony where there is conflict, disharmony and
hate. Amen.

Signed,
Deacon F. Paul Kurmay, St. Mark Church, President
Rev. Simeon Law, Pastor, Stratford United Methodist Church
Rev. Thomas Walsh, Pastor, St. Joseph National Catholic Church
Rev. William B. Sutton, III, Pastor, First Baptist Church of Stratford
Rev. Sandra Hadland, First Baptist Church of Stratford
Rev. Jeff Lukens, Pastor, Lordship Community Church
Rev. Ed Rawls, Pastor, First Congregational Church of Stratford
Rev. Meg Williams, Associate Pastor, First Congregational Church, Strfd.
Rev. Patricia Coller, Rector, Christ Episcopal Church
Rev. Peter J. Adamski, Pastor, St. James Church
Deacon Joseph Koletar, St. James Church
Rev. Albert Pinciaro, Pastor, Holy Name of Jesus Church
Rev. Birendra Soreng, Pastor, St. Mark Church
Rev. Woodrow Vereen, Pastor, Mercy Tabernacle Church
Here is the Episcopal News Service link:

https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/category/latestnews/
One of the main artists responsible for the mural of George Floyd is
an Episcoplian named Cadex Herrera. Click on this link to learn
more about him and his passion for social justice art:
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/2020/06/02/co-creator-ofgeorge-floyd-mural-is-an-episcopalian-with-a-passion-for-social-justiceart/?
fbclid=IwAR2U3KcM4X0DdP_tubCgwl9xN5Lws1J5GsyNnRQ0pGSYOfgU
mZ_rdP6ChH4

THE BELLS, BELLS, BELLS!
If you would like to know about early church
bell making in this part of Ct, here is a link to
an article form CT History website:
https://connecticuthistory.org/early-church-bell-founders/

The area where the Lights have been visiting,
East Hampton, is also know as “Belltown”
because much of it's early economy was
dependent on the bell manufacturing companies
in the town.
The following is from the Chatham Historical Society
Website.
https://chathamhistoricalct.org/belltown-historic-district/
Bell Manufacturing

The Belltown Historic District, which encompasses
the industrial center of East Hampton, Connecticut, is
historically significant as the only mill town in the
nation known to be exclusively devoted to bell making,
a highly specialized industry which prospered for over
100 years. A significant cohesive and distinguishable
entity, the Belltown Historic District contains a full
range of historic resources which illustrate in their
diversity of scale, function, or level of architectural
style the social and economic development of the town.
Exceptionally well-preserved buildings of all types
dating from 1748 to 1935 can be found in the district.
William Barton, a native of Bloomfield, Ct, arrived
in East Hampton in 1807, bringing with him the
specialized knowledge of working brass for the
manufacture of bells. He established a foundry, where
he trained a whole generation of bellmakers whose
work would fuel the town’s economy. The B
he B

AND NOW FOR SOME POETRY
You do not have to agree with all that Denise Levertov was passionate about
to appreciate her poetry, and for Christians that's particularly the case with
her "religious" poems. Religious is in quotes because these poems, as
collected in her book, The Stream & the Sapphire, chronicle a passage from
agnosticism to Christian belief. In so doing, they reflect honest searching,
some resolution, and yet even more questions.

Flickering Mind
Lord, not you
it is I who am absent.
At first
belief was a joy I kept in secret,
stealing alone
into sacred places:
a quick glance, and away -- and back,
circling.
I have long since uttered your name
but now
I elude your presence.
I stop
to think about you, and my mind
at once
like a minnow darts away,
darts
into the shadows, into gleams that fret
unceasing over
the river's purling and passing.
Not for one second
will my self hold still, but wanders
anywhere,
everywhere it can turn. Not you,
it is I am absent.
You are the stream, the fish, the light,
the pulsing shadow.
You the unchanging presence, in whom all
moves and changes.
How can I focus my flickering, perceive
at the fountain's heart
the sapphire I know is there?
By Denise Levertov

Born in England, and home-schooled in a very literate household,
Levertov began to write poems at the age of five. She published her first
work at the age of 16. She married and emigrated to the United States
after WWII, where she became a citizen eventually. She taught,
published poetry, and, at some point, came to faith.
Levertov says about writing: "When you're really caught up in writing a
poem, it can be a form of prayer. I'm not very good at praying, but what
I experience when I'm writing a poem is close to prayer. I feel it in
different degrees and not with every poem. But in certain ways writing is
a form of prayer." She talks about prayer being very much about paying
attention -- something that requires some discipline and focus.
Levertov died in 1997 -- thank God, in faith.
Article taken from the following website “OutWalking”:
https://www.outwalking.net/2006/06/denise_levertov.html
Thanks Matt for finding this link!

Happy Birthday Alex!

Stay safe, be well, and
God Bless!

