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At 7pm every evening the churches in Stratford are all ringing their
bells during this time of COVID-19, 

as a symbol of hope and solidarity.  We are all in this together!
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A message from Canon Pat Coller
     The world has been through a lot in these recent weeks and months. 
In essence, we all have been dealing with two viruses:  COVID-19, and 
the evidence of and reaction to Systemic Racism.  Both of these viruses 
have had an impact on our world.  Things are changing...the world is 
changing...and hopefully, in a number of important ways, for the better. 
     A question we all need to ask ourselves individually is, "What does 
that mean to us?"  As a congregation, we also need to be asking, "What 
does it mean to be the church now?"  This is a question we will be 
pondering and praying about in the coming weeks, as we prepare to 
open our doors for in-person worship once again. 
     There is no announcement as yet as to when that re-opening will 
happen, but much work is being done in the building and in our 
worship practices to ensure that we remain safe and well when that day 
comes. 
     In the meantime, I want to give a big “shout-out” to all of our 
parishioners who have put themselves at personal risk to continue to 
serve others through their jobs, their volunteer service, and their caring 
for family, friends and neighbors through the Coronavirus Pandemic.  

To nurses, doctors, teachers, caregivers, store service workers,
volunteers, worship leaders, church staff, first responders, and

others too numerous to name, please know that your work and your
service is much appreciated.

Mystery picture #1!
Can you identify where, in the Christ Church building, this is??

There are nine more mystery pictures in this newsletter!



ST. MARK CHURCH FOOD DRIVE JUNE 13
St. Mark Church of Stratford will be holding a drive thru food collection 
drive on Saturday, June 13th, from 9:30 AM to 11 AM in the school 
parking lot at 500 Wigwam Lane. 

Please bring as many canned-meat products as possible, along with 
rice, pasta, sauce, hearty soups and powdered milk.  The donations 
will help Blessed Sacrament Church, on the Stratford border, which
distributes over 600 bags of food each week and whose supplies are 
always at critical levels.

GOVERNOR LAMONT MOVES UP SECOND PHASE OF OPENINGS
     Governor Ned Lamont announced last week that he is moving up the 
Phase II reopening of Connecticut businesses and activities three days 
ahead, allowing the changes to take place more in advance of Father's 
Day weekend.  Phase II will now begin on June 17th instead of June 
20th.
     On that date, movie theaters, tattoo parlors, spas, gyms, fitness 
studios, bowling alleys, libraries, amusement parks and nail salons will 
be allowed to open, and restaurants can resume indoor dining.  Some 
youth sports will also be allowed to resume.

Mystery picture # 2!



Habits of Grace: For Quiet ConfidenceHabits of Grace: For Quiet Confidence
June 5, 2020

     I had intended to do our Habits of Grace earlier this week on Monday
or Tuesday, as I usually do, and then so many things began to happen, 
both in our country and in our wider world that I wasn’t able to get to it.

     In the midst of all that was going on, there were a few moments when
so much was happening so fast and it was so chaotic, that at one point, 
I was on a Zoom call with a member of our staff and we were working on
videos and interviews and it was so much and so chaotic, I remember 
just saying, “Let’s just stop, and pray.”

     And the prayer I prayed was a prayer from our prayer book, on page 
832 called “For Quiet Confidence”.  This prayer is based on a time in the
life of the prophet Isaiah, when the people of Judah and Jerusalem were
living in a time when their country was in turmoil and things were 
uncertain and chaos seemed to be ruling.

     The prophet Isaiah said, “You must remember that it is in returning 
and rest, that you will be saved; in quietness and confidence, you will 
find your strength.”  And this is the prayer we prayed and I offer it for all
of us.  Let us pray:

Oh, God of peace, who has taught us that in returning and in rest, we
shall be saved; in quietness and in confidence shall be our strength.  By
the might of thy Spirit, lift us, we pray thee to thy presence, where we

may be still and know that thou art God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

God love you and keep the faith.  
~Presiding Bishop Michael Curry 

Mystery picture #3!



CHRIST CHURCH PEOPLE HAVE BEEN BUSY!!
The Buildings and Grounds committee refinished the upstairs all-

purpose and AA room floor, and also reset the room for social
distancing in preparation for reentry.

What a beautiful job!  Thank you!

Thanks so much to all of you 
who have been sending your 
pledges and offerings to the 
church by mail. Because of 
your faithfulness, Christ 

Church has been able to keep 
up with expenses during this 
fallow time, so please keep 
sending your pledges and 
offerings to the church!

Mystery picture #4!





STARTING JUNE 15!



PRAISE TO THE TEACHERS!
Yesterday, I looked out of my window and saw a line of cars slowly 
driving past and stopping.  A woman got out of her car and was holding 
a bucket, and I immediately thought, “oh no, they're going door to door 
and are asking for donations for something...”  So, I got ready, in case 
they came knocking.... but no!  They were teachers from a school at 
which one of my neighbor's children attends, and they came blowing 
bubbles!!  It was such a nice image and made me feel, in the midst of all
the chaos going on right now, that some people are really caring and 
helping others!

Mystery picture 
#5!



BLASTS FROM THE PASTBLASTS FROM THE PAST

Rob Ready's 
remembrance of 
Christmas past!

During Advent of 2018 I 
was asked to dress up as 
St. Nicholas to surprise the 
Godly Play children whose 
lesson that particular 
Sunday was learning about 
St. Nicholas.  Margee 
presented the story to the 
children and at the end St. 
Nicholas made a surprise 
visit! 

Their faces beamed with 
shock from the unexpected 
visitor but soon their faces 
turned from shock to 
smiles as St. Nicholas 
handed out treats as he 
greeted everyone.

After the exchange of peace 
St. Nicholas accompanied 
the children into church 
and addressed the 
congregation with a little 
story about himself and 
how pleased he was to 
share some time with the 
good people of Christ 
Church.

It was a fun time for me 
being able to bring smiles 
to the faces of the children 
as well as the adults!  

Mystery picture 
#6!

Where is this??



HERE'S ANOTHER BLAST FROM THE PAST!
ST. JOHN'S, BRIDGEPORT, 

COMMUNITY SUPPER COOKS AND SERVERS, 2011

Fran Esposito, Joan Bettini, Grant Matthews, Blanche Kent, 
Marilyn Olbrys, Chris Moffat, Charlotte Matthews, Hannah Moffat, 
and Joan Lohnes

 he B
     

Mystery picture #7!
Mystery picture #8!



Mystery picture #9!

And last, but not least, 
Mystery picture #10!



God of all power and love,
we give thanks for your unfailing presence

and the hope you provide in times of uncertainty and loss.
Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire.

Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world:
a people who pray, worship, learn,

break bread, share life, heal neighbors,
bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit.

Wherever and however we gather,
unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission,

that we and the whole creation might be restored and renewed,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

BE WELL, STAY SAFE, 
AND GOD BLESS!

Locations of the mystery photos will be in the next 
newsletter!
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