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At 7pm every evening the churches in Stratford are all ringing their
bells during this time of Corona Virus, 

as a symbol of hope and solidarity.  We are all in this together!
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REMINDERS OF CONTINUING VIRTUAL ACTIVIES

Centering Prayer
Each evening at 6 pm, Cynthia Cassinelli leads a group for 20 minutes of 
Centering Prayer. Centering prayer is a discipline by which you consent to 
God’s presence and action within to foster a relationship with God.  This is a 
silent, meditative form of worship and prayer which is practiced by many 
throughout the church and beyond. Please be aware that the start time is 
subject to change, but Cynthia will communicate that in advance via email.  
IIf you would like to join this FaceBook group, please email Cynthia at 
cmirishred@optonline.net  

Compline
Feel free to join Canon Pat via video for the service of Compline, traditionally 
the last prayer office of the evening, which is now available on demand on 
the Christ Church website:christchurchstratford.org  
It is also still available on the Christ Church Facebook page.

Sunday Worship
Sunday morning worship is available through a link on the Christ Church 
website, as well as the Facebook page.  This is a how we can continue to join 
with one another for weekly worship during this time when we cannot be 
together in person.

As always, please don't hesitate to call the parish office (203-375-4447) if you 
need assistance with anything.  We are all in this together...please know that 
you are all held in thought and prayer...and that in the midst of it all, God is 
with us.

~Canon Pat~

 

mailto:cmirishred@optonline.net%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
http://christchurchstratford.org/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


Here's something young and old will like:  
WHO KNEW??

Tucked In:  Bedtime Stories and Prayers 
with Episcopalians and others!

Each Monday, Wednesday and occasional Fridays join us to hear Bible and
other stories and short bedtime prayers. 

Want to be a reader? Email:  Tucked.in.Linnae@gmail.com  

Painting for logo provided by Roger Hutchison.

Here is the link!
https://www.facebook.com/episcopaltuckedin/ 

Thank you to Gail for sharing this! 

SAVE THE DATE!  June 9
ECCT Region Town Hall Meeting Coming Up!

Join Bishop Douglas, Bishop Ahrens, our Region Missionaries 
and Region Leadership Teams for one hour conversations to 
explore What are we learning? And What is God saying to us?
during the coronavirus pandemic.

Christ Church in Stratford is part of the Southwest Region:
Southwest Region Town Hall Meeting

June 9, 6:30 p.m.
All are welcome. No registration required.
Zoom links can be found here on our website

Click on: "Upcoming ECCT Events"

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uGW-mkWhSEqPX2hczVW1Hlh9or8-MFGnvroHxYdUYpFPJoLQYIj7uSAHrSrOPbmyH0hFxPPl5yUhXTaNs_f5T3c6-HTZ6YSR42dCPTufB6pBtBZfsUYIC3ONG8TYP9ZZPK84XitQWjMxRgp3ZzZi33ENuv6Zkuinydm_bXQNG8kTTxjFYdK4NfsvTqLy-axd&c=y0y5ac0OyObgUCp0pK_0BTRI5stXylQObV8G1f1r_d7uydvzmVQzhQ==&ch=bWEROFKx7DMpUO3IglcKpjSf4kat5gpW-pl9-OqFU8MbJvecXUgcsQ==
https://www.facebook.com/episcopaltuckedin/
https://www.facebook.com/hutchison.roger?__tn__=-]K*F
mailto:Tucked.in.Linnae@gmail.com


Thanks so much to all of you who have been sending your pledges 
and offerings to the church by mail. Because of your faithfulness, 
Christ Church has been able to keep up with expenses pretty well 
during this fallow time, so please keep sending your pledges and 

offerings to the church!

We hope you have all received the survey attached to Canon Pat's 
email of May 19.  Please do take a moment to complete the survey 
and send it back to the church. If you like, you can also scan and 

email the completed survey to Pat at mompat101@aol.com  

or to the church office at ccstratford@att.net  

Here is the survey, for your convenience, on the next two pages.

CHARLOTTE MATTHEWS HAS BEEN 
BUSY!!

     I began making some masks for 
family, then friends, and then hospital 
folks, clergy folks, friends of friends, and 
front line folks in Stratford via the EMS 
contribution box. I was also able to 
donate some to the Bridgeport Rescue 
Mission.  
     I couldn't have accomplished the 
300+ masks that I did without donations 
from great folks of elastic and materials!  
     Many folks gave me a donation when 
receiving the masks and I am happy to 
say that I was able to donate over $650 
to charities working with covid-19.
Other donations of over $200 were made 
by other folks.  At this time, will do 
masks upon request, but have given the 
project a rest for now!  
     It was a project that kept me busy in 
a slower-paced time and was very helpful 
to many people! I enjoyed putting it all 
together!    ~ Charlotte 

mailto:mompat101@aol.com
mailto:ccstratford@att.net


Congregational Survey Regarding Re-opening at Christ Church Stratford

Dear Friends,

   As we begin to think about re-opening our church for worship, meetings, and
other activities, we wanted to hear your opinions, especially with respect to 
what would make you feel comfortable enough to come back.  

Please take a few minutes to complete this survey and mail it back to the 
church at your earliest convenience.  Canon Pat sent this via email on May 19;
please check your email.  It was sent as an email attachment.   

SURVEY

1.  When our local government lifts its ban on church gatherings, which best 
describes your feeling toward returning to a worship service at Christ Church? 
(circle one)

· I will return the first opportunity we have

· I will return at first opportunity but with some concerns and       
precautions

· I will wait several additional weeks before I attend

· It may be quite a while before I return

· Not sure

2.  In addition to our local government lifting its ban or guidance against 
public gatherings, are there other signs you want to see before you return to 
attend a worship service at Christ Church? (circle all that apply)

· Local businesses are open again

· Restaurants offer indoor seating areas

· Schools are open again

· The number of coronavirus cases in the area is very small

· Most social distancing recommendations have been lifted

· Not sure

3.  What precautions, if any, do you plan to take when you return to a worship 
service?  (circle all that apply)

· I will wear a face mask

· I will stand or sit in places where I am at least 6 feet from others 
(except for my own family)

· I will avoid shaking hands

· I will avoid any physical contact

· I will bring hand sanitizer

· I will avoid crowded hallways

· None of these



4.  What precautions, if any, would you want our church to take for worship 
gatherings? (circle all that apply)

· Mark pews for correct social distancing

· Worship in parish hall with chairs appropriately spaced

· Limit use of Prayer Books and Hymnals

· Devise a new method for distributing communion

· Devise a new method for taking up the offering

· Keep doors open so that no one needs to touch handles

· Designate one-way foot traffic for entering and exiting the 
building

· Provide hand sanitizer stations

· Require wearing of masks

· Discourage shaking hands or touching of any kind

· Sanitize worship space after every use

· Other

5.  What precautions would you want the church to take with respect to Godly 
Play and Teen Group? (circle all that apply)

· Suspend youth and children’s programs until next fall

· Require children to wear masks

· Require teachers to wear masks

· Plan activities where children can maintain a safe social distance

· Other

6.  When our local government lifts its ban or guidance against public 
gatherings, which of the following would you prefer for our church? (circle all 
that apply)

· Resume in person worship in church as soon as possible

· Open the office but do not resume in person worship for several 
more weeks

· Resume worship services but not have coffee hour

· Hold worship services outdoors

· Continue offering video worship opportunities

· Resume meetings (Vestry, Bible Study, Committee Meetings, etc.) 
in person

· Continue hosting meetings on Zoom

7.  Additional thoughts/comments?



Here's some good news!

From Time Magazine:  Irish Send Money to Native AmericanFrom Time Magazine:  Irish Send Money to Native American
Community Hit By COVID-19, Returning Historic FavorCommunity Hit By COVID-19, Returning Historic Favor

BY:  MÉLISSA GODIN    MAY 5, 2020 

A Native American community severely impacted by the COVID-19 
outbreak has received an outpouring of donations from Irish 
people, who are returning a historic favor from 173 years ago.  In 
1847, the Native American Choctaw nation sent $170 ($5000 
today) of relief aid to the Irish people impacted by the great potato 
famine.   Now, the Irish are reciprocating the act of goodwill by 
donating funds to the Navajo nation, which has been severely 
impacted by COVID-19, with at least 2373 cases and 73 death as 
of May 3 . The Navajo nation has one of the highest infection rates 
per capita in the United States. It reported its first two cases on 
March 17 and since, the number of cases has continued to rise. Up
to 40% of people living in the nation do not have access to running 
water in their homes and 10% do not have electricity.  A 
GoFundMe campaign raising funds for bulk food and medical 
supplies has already reached $1,769,300, thanks in large part to 
Irish donors.  “From an Irish brother to our native American 
brothers,” writes donor James Fallon on the campaign page. 
“Karma always comes back around.” 

It is said that back in 1847, the Choctaw nation heard about the famine 
from an Irish man overseeing the forced displacement of Native 
Americans. At the time, the Choctaw people were among the 60,000 
Native American that had been recently dislocated from their ancestral 
homes. Despite their limited means, the Choctaw nation decided to help,
and sent over funds that were used to purchase food, blankets and feed 
for livestock. 

The Irish people never forgot this act of generosity. In 2017, a sculpture 
of nine eagles feathers called Kindred Spirits was unveiled in Bailick 
Park in Midlton, County Cork, Ireland. The following year, Irish Prime 
Minister Leo Varadkar announced a scholarship program for Choctaw 
youth, calling the relationship between the two communities “a sacred 
bond…which has joined our peoples together for all time.” He added, 
“your act of kindness has never been, and never will be, forgotten in 
Ireland.” 

https://time.com/author/melissa-godin/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-43375368
https://www.irishpost.com/life-style/meet-native-american-tribe-selflessly-sent-money-ireland-great-famine-170734
https://www.gofundme.com/f/NHFC19Relief?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=m_pd+share-sheet
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2019/05/29/726615238/for-many-navajos-getting-hooked-up-to-the-power-grid-can-be-life-changing
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2019/05/29/726615238/for-many-navajos-getting-hooked-up-to-the-power-grid-can-be-life-changing
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/navajo-community-left-fight-covid-19-limited-resources/story?id=70490722
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/navajo-community-left-fight-covid-19-limited-resources/story?id=70490722
https://www.sltrib.com/news/nation-world/2020/05/04/navajo-nation-has/
https://www.sltrib.com/news/nation-world/2020/05/04/navajo-nation-has/
https://time.com/27201/climate-change-could-cause-the-next-great-famine/
https://time.com/27201/climate-change-could-cause-the-next-great-famine/


NEW MASS TO BE PERFORMED
This info, below, is from the Episcopal News Service; it sounds like

an interesting piece of music!   

Musical Mass Live Stream to Support Musicians 

during Covid-19

From St. Augustine’s Episcopal Chapel (Nashville, TN)
May 31 @ 10:30 a.m., ET

Event Title

Musical Mass Live Stream to Support Musicians during Covid-19

When does it start?

05/31/2020 @ 10:30 a.m. Eastern time

What kind of event is it?

Musical Special Event

Event Details

A new musical mass will premiere by free live stream on Pentecost, May 31st, 10:30 
a.m. (eastern time)  to honor the creative gift of musicians. “St. Augustine’s Mass,” 
composed by Grammy-winning songwriter, and Nashville Songwriter’s Hall of Fame 
inductee, Marcus Hummon, will be performed at St. Augustine’s Episcopal Chapel in 
Nashville, TN. The music borrows from classical, folk and Celtic traditions, and 
reflects on social justice, caring for God’s creation, and on the calling to love. 
Donations made will support The Musicians Fund of St. Augustines to assist 
musicians who have lost their livelihood during Covid-19.

Here is the link to hear the new mass:

www.staugustineschapel.org

Here is the website address for more info:

www.staugustineschapel.org/staugustinesmass

Here is the Episcopal News Service link:

https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/category/la  test-news/ 

https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/category/latest-news/
https://www.episcopalnewsservice.org/category/latest-news/
http://www.staugustineschapel.org/staugustinesmass
http://www.staugustineschapel.org/


And if you are missing visiting museums there are many online 
tours available now.  I found this one, from the British Museum, to
be especially intriguing because it starts with an incredible 
interactive timeline!  Check it out by clicking on the link below!
 
The British Museum was the first national museum in the world. Opened 
in 1759, it serves the same purpose as it did back then, offering a view of
human history with priceless artifacts from every corner of the globe. 
From a rock tool carved by early humans 1.8m years ago to items made 
as recently as the 1950s, the British Museum’s virtual tour grants you 
access to some of its most prized possessions such as the Rosetta Stone 
and the Elgin Marbles.  (photo: Nicole Baster from Google Images) 

britishmuseum.withgoogle.com/

https://britishmuseum.withgoogle.com/


The Lights have been 
visiting the area of East 
Hampton and East 
Haddam the last few 
weeks.  Here is a picture 
of Christ Episcopal 
Church in East Haddam, 
officially organized in 
1785.  Not as old as Christ 
Church, Stratford, but not 
too shaky!  Some of you 
may remember Rev. 
Joanne Neel-Richard; she 
is currently on the staff 
there, according to their 
website.  

Here's a blast from our past!

     In 1989 (date on picture) several of us 
decided to have an historical house tour 
for the church.   Lori Jones and Margee 
Ready hosted Carl Watt house which is 
the yellow house across from Sterling 
House. It dates back before the Civil War. 
 There were three or four houses on the 
tour - all historic and all within walking 
distance of the church.
Gail Roth and ? hosted the crooked house 
on Elm St.
The intel is that these people participated:
Margee Ready, Lori Jones, Gail Roth, 
Rosemary Martin, Bonnie Paradise,
Sue Ziman.

This was a really fun Saturday and all the 
money we raised went to the Sunday 
School!

Thanks, Margee, for the pic and the story!

Let us know if you remember anything 
else about this event, or if you have 
pics and stories about other fondly 

remembered events!



NEWS ABOUT CAMP

Dear Camp Washington Family, 

     For more than 100 years, Camp 
Washington has been a place of 
welcome, joy, friendship, peace, 
and renewal. A safe place for all 
God’s people to come together and 
celebrate the beauty of creation- 
the simple joys of life. These last 
few months have left us isolated, 
socially distanced, unable to gather 
at camp, church, schools, or 
anywhere else. As we learned to 
cope with the uncertainties of life, 
the anticipation of summer camp 
and outdoor activities at Camp 
Washington promised hope and 
excitement to our campers and 
staff. And now, after much 
discussion, listening, conversation 
and prayer, I write to you to share 
the news that no one wants to 
hear.
     In light of the current guidelines 
that are necessary to keep everyone 
safe, it is in the best interest of our 
community and beyond to not open 
camp this summer. The safety of 
the campers, staff, and families 
must be our priority, and I do not 
feel we could guarantee that. This 
is one of the hardest decisions I 
have had to make, but I know it is 
the right decision. Further, if he 
hasn’t done so by the time you 
read this letter, we expect Governor 
Lamont to direct residential 
summer camps to close this 
summer. I know this news is hard 
to hear, 

and it breaks my heart to write 
these words. I know that CW is a 
brave space for our campers and 
staff to come and be themselves- a 
place where they are accepted for 
who they are- a place where they 
are loved and valued without 
exception. 
     We know that many of our 
campers and staff wait all year to 
return “home” to Camp Washington 
each summer, with lots of 
excitement and some nervousness, 
they pack their bags and count the 
days until they are reunited with 
old friends- rushing into the cabins 
to claim their bunk. We will miss 
these things this summer- we will 
miss being together- laughing, 
singing, playing, eating, camping, 
gazing at the stars, swimming, 
Corcling, and sitting around the 
campfire. But when we considered 
putting the regulations into 
practice, we quickly realized that 
camp this year would look very 
different from the Camp 
Washington we love…and we were 
not willing to compromise that. So, 
for now, we will need to wait until it 
is safe for all of us to be together 
again.
     If you have already registered 
for camp this summer, you will 
receive an email in the coming days 
with refund options. Also, we are 
working on ways for you to stay 
connected with Camp Washington 
this summer and will share those 
exciting plans with you on June 
1st.



 Camp News Cont.:

     I find courage and hope in the lyrics of Nothing More- a favorite 
song we sing at worship:

To be humble- to be kind, it is a giving of the peace in your mind,
to a stranger- to a friend, to give in such a way that has no end-

We are Love, we are One, we are how we treat each other
 when the day is done. 

We are peace, we are war, 
we are how we treat each other, 

and nothing more.
To be bold- to be brave, it is a thinking that the heart can still be
saved, and the darkness can come quick- the dangers in the anger

and the hanging on to it.
And tell me what is it that you see- a world that’s full of endless

possibilities, and heroes don’t look like they used to. 
They look like you do.

      
      On behalf of Kris Martin our Camp Director, program directors: 
Janette, Katie and Victor, the entire summer staff and everyone here at 
Camp Washington- please know that we are praying for you and ask 
that you hold us and our beloved Camp Washington in your prayers and
heart.

     Until we are together again, may God bless you with abundant love, 
grace, and hope.
 
 Peace,

 Bart Geissinger , Executive Director
 Here is the link to Camp Washington's website: 
  www.campwashington.org  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Stay safe, be well, and 
God Bless!
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