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At 7pm every evening the churches in Stratford are all ringing their
bells during this time of Corona Virus,
as a symbol of hope and solidarity.
We are all in this together!

Spring greetings! It's been a long,
strange winter, but spring has
sprung. Walking in beautiful
Boothe Park the other day was
inspiring!

The church is patiently waiting for our
return to gather, praise and sing
joyfully!
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Dear Friends,
What a blessing to have this
new way of sending you news from
Christ Church, especially at this
time when we are not able to be
together in person. I hope you
have been able to join us for
worship each week through
YouTube, Facebook, or our website
(christchurchstratford.org), and we
will continue to provide weekly
services for the foreseeable future.
From the number of views we get, it
seems that our congregation has
grown wider now that worship is
available digitally, and I am pleased
that we have discovered this new
way for Christ Church to spread the
message of God’s love beyond the
walls of our building!
The Bishops of the Episcopal
Church in Connecticut have advised
us to keep worshipping remotely at
least through late June. However,
our Re-opening Task Force is busily
preparing to put safeguards in place
to make returning to our building as
safe as possible for all of us,
whenever that time comes.
In the meantime, please enjoy
our on-line worship, phone calls,
emails, and this new newsletter,
created by Leslie Light. Thank you,
Leslie! And God bless you all!
Pat+

Socially-distant
congregational singing?

MYSTERY PHOTOS! WHO ARE THESE MYSTERY
PEOPLE CLEANING AND CARING FOR THE CHRIST
CHURCH GRAVEYARD?????

HEAR YE, HEAR YE!
Here is an article from the Stratford Patch just this morning about
the development of the parking
lot across the street from the church.
100 Apartments Planned For Main Street In Stratford
A four-story residential building is proposed for Main Street after a developer
bought several acres from Christ Episcopal Church.
Here is the link for the full article:
https://patch.com/connecticut/stratford/100-apartments-planned-main-streetstratford?utm_term=article-slot-1&utm_source=newsletterdaily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter
Here is a picture of the proposed complex:

STAY SAFE, BE WELL, AND GOD BLESS.

In case you don't get the Stratford
Mayor's office daily newsleter
emailed during this pandemic, here
are a couple of articles in
yesterday's email:
DRIVE THRU FOOD PANTRY A SUCCESS
The Stratford Health Department and CT Food Bank
were able to provide 250 families with donated food
bags at the drive-through pantry today. The amount of
individuals that attended the drive-through pantry
exceeded our expectations and unfortunately, we ran
out of items rather quickly.

Here's a picture from our old
friend and former Christ
Church member Meredith
Kay. She currently lives in
Maine and has had a very
snowy spring!! Let's appreciate
our CT weather, with all its
quirks!

We will be back at Holy Name of Jesus Church on
Tuesday, June 9th to run another drive-through
pantry. Thank you Walmart and Stop and Shop for
the donated bags, to our volunteers for their help
running the pantry, and Holy Name of Jesus for letting
us use their site.

GOVERNOR OUTLINES CRITERIA FOR
START OF REOPENING
Governor Ned Lamont has released rules for
businesses under the first phase of Connecticut's
planned reopening amid COVID-19. In the documents
he has released, he has outlined the protocols
necessary for certain businesses to operate
starting Wednesday, May 20th.
The Governor indicated that the decision to reopen
during the first phase of this reopening will be with
individual business owners. While they are not
required to reopen, if they choose to they must
adhere to the rules the Governor has laid out.
Rules pertaining to particular businesses can be
found here:

Hair Salons and Barber Shops
Museums and Zoos (Outdoor Only)
Offices
Restaurants (Outdoor Only)
Retail and Malls
Businesses subject to these rules will be required to
self-certify prior to their opening May 20. The selfcertification system will be online starting next week.
TO RECEIVE THE DAILY EMAIL FROM THE
MAYOR'S OFFICE, CONTACT THEM AT:

mayor@townofstratford.com

Here are some highlights from an interesting and
inspiring article about church choirs!
Choirs are biblical. This is not to say that choirs are the only valid
scriptural model for worship, but to dismiss choirs altogether as archaic
and irrelevant means we risk forsaking a rich biblical tradition
Choirs encourage excellence in worship. Using the choir for
congregational songs is a powerful prompt to worship. A practiced choir
encourages a sense of awe and reverence through their excellence and
preparation.
Choirs make us work together. Choirs can help cure the disease of
self-centeredness. To succeed, we must yield ourselves to one another.
We must listen to each other. We must follow the leader’s direction.
Looking away for even a moment can be embarrassing. Straying from
the notes can be disastrous.
Choirs can encourage musical diversity. Most “choir folks” are
more musically diverse than you’d think. The Church is bigger than one
style, and making a choir part of your worship experience can help your
congregation resist the temptation of homogeneity.
Here is the link to the whole article, if you'd like to read more:
blog.discoverworship.com/articles/the-case-for-importance-of-church-choir

BE WELL, STAY SAFE, AND GOD
BLESS!

