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Prayer for a Church Meeting 

 

Almighty and everliving God, source of all wisdom and understanding, be present with those who take counsel 

in this Annual Parish Meeting for the renewal and mission of your church. Teach us in all things to seek first 

your honor and glory, guide us to perceive what is right, and grant us both the courage to pursue it and the grace 

to accomplish it; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Book of Common Prayer p.818 
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Agenda 

 

1. Invocation 

 

2. Presentation and adoption of roll of voting members (Clerk) 

 

3. Minutes of the last Parish Meeting 

 

4. Report of the Treasurer 

4.1. Financial Report for 2017 

4.2. Budget for 2018 

 

5. Report of Clergy 

 

6. Report of Church School 

 

7. Report of Transition Committee 

 

8. Report of Property Sale Committee 

 

9. Other Reports 

 

9.1. Other Oral Reports 

9.2. Other Reports Printed within this Booklet 

 

10. Election of Wardens, Vestrypersons, Clerk and Treasurer and Commission Members 

 

11. Election of delegates and alternates of Diocesan Convention 

 

12. New Business proper to come before the meeting 

 

13. Benediction and Hymn 
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Minutes of the 291st Annual Parish Meeting 

 

291st Annual Parish Meeting 

Christ Church, Stratford 

January 29, 2017 
 

The 291st Annual Parish Meeting of Christ Church, Stratford was opened with a prayer by Rev. Scott Lee who 

conducted the meeting. The Parish Clerk, Tracey Longway, read the canonical requirements for eligibility to 

vote at a parish meeting from the church’s by-laws. 

Report of the Treasurer:  The Finance Report for 2016 showed us to be where we expected with an 

approximate income of $169,861 with the additional amount of $193,164 drawn out of our Investment Principal 

(Endowment Fund) and Expenses of approximately $371,626.  

The Budget for 2017 is indicated as follows: Expected income of $200,414 with the additional amount of 

$127,834 to be drawn out of the Endowment Fund and expenses figured to be $328,248. 

 The Financial report was accepted by show of hands.  

Priest-in-Charge’s Report:  In the PIC’s report, Fr. Scott stated that this was his fourth annual report to the 

congregation. His original appointment as Priest-in-Charge was for a period of three years which was extended 

by mutual consent of the Vestry, The Bishop Diocesan and himself. The four-year period will be completed on 

November 30 of this year 2017. It is his belief and the report of many that our time together has been healing 

and helpful, resolving issues of leadership that were present at his arrival, and working with parish leaders to 

strengthen and enhance the ministries of Christ Church in anticipation of our calling a new clergy leader. 

Underlying any plans for the future are urgent financial matters. For many years Christ Church has operated 

with a deficit budget – a constant diminishing of endowment capital. It has become increasingly apparent that 

this financial pattern cannot continue indefinitely and our Church, Christ Church must consider the possibility 

that a full-time clergy leader can no longer be afforded. Part-time clergy leadership is increasingly the norm in 

our Church. Many have indicated that I remain for longer than four years, but to do that would mean 

perpetuating the current draining of our endowment. In the midst of these challenges, there is a great abundance 

of good news. Christ Church continues to host The Lord’s Kitchen, several 12-step programs; multiple AA 

groups; OA: Al-Anon: as well as a Boy Scout troop and regular meeting of Stratford non-profit organizations. 

We continue to host two other worshipping communities. The Godly Play program has begun something of a 

renaissance in our congregation. There has been great progress made on three of the four goal areas that were 

previously identified (Financial, Plan for Building and Christian Formation). The financial picture has come into 

focus and plans are being made based on realistic evaluation of the financial possibilities. Our buildings have 

been repaired, repainted, restored and improved for our use and for community use. Christian formation has 

been developed through the Godly Play program and through the Adult Bible Study that meets weekly on 

Mondays. The fourth goal of Neighborhood has continued to prove more elusive, and I purpose to devote 

concentrated effort to cultivate a group of parishioners who can explore with me what this goal means and 

entails.  

Working with a select group of parish leaders, Bruce Blanchard, Gail Roth, Felix Esposito and Dan Sikes, the 

following fourfold goal for our time together this fourth year were developed and subsequently endorsed by the 
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Vestry: Providing for strengthening and enabling to be primarily volunteer led (1) Formation for children and 

adults – It was noted Godly Play is already virtually self-sustaining and that the adult Bible Study has high 

potential for becoming so with Fr. Scott’s leadership and focusing on cultivating lay leaders. (2) Pastoral Care – 

which needs to be organized so that Eucharistic visitors are properly licensed and trained to provide regular, 

scheduled pastoral visitation to homebound parishioners and others needing such attention. (3) Evangelism – 

Attention to membership/parish growth/newcomer incorporation will need to have at least two foci (a) 

parishioner participation in ECCT programs and practices and (b) continued intentional attention to “Radical 

Welcome” and (4) and that in all these concepts primary leadership must come from the Vestry working on 

concert with the Interim Rector. Providing leadership in guiding the congregation in achieving these goals 

constitutes my “job description” for 2017/  

The Holy Eucharist has been celebrated over 156 times on Sundays and weekdays, with an average Sunday 

attendance of 85. We have administered Holy Baptism 4 times; celebrated one wedding; and conducted 11 

burials.  

The Priest-In-Charge’s report was accepted by show of hands. 

Warden’s Report:  Christ Church has been faced with potential disrupting influences this past year. In addition 

to a continuous demanding Church building maintenance, the Church has had to act as a landlord, Landowner 

and Rental Agent collectively. This has required a more active role in the legal world, local politics, 

neighborhood relations, real estate and finance. This is not your normal profile for a church. In spite of these 

factors, Christ Church has created a stabilizing and energizing environment for worship for the parishioners. 

There are two basic reasons for this – the leadership of Fr. Scott Lee and the above average strength of the Core 

of this Church. This past year is a continuation of Fr. Scott’s pastoral strength in the healing of this parish. It has 

led to new parishioners, a stabilized if not slightly increased Church attendance and increased giving. The 

continuation of the Core’s commitment to this Church cannot be emphasized enough. They represent a couple 

of handfuls of people who are the glue and have responded to the increased demands placed on them. 

Specifically, we are thankful for Godly Play’s role in revitalizing the youth of our Church. We also praise the 

wisdom of the Parish in approving that the two buildings – 1995 and 2109 – be available for sale. Even though 

the financial challenges remain, the glass is half full and we are indeed thankful. It has been an honor and a 

privilege to serve as your Wardens for this year. Bruce Blanchard and Gail Roth.  

 The Warden’s report was accepted by show of hands.  

Nominating Commission: Mary Padgett presented the slate on behalf of the commission. Gail Roth was 

nominated as Senior Warden, Ken Warrington was nominated as Junior Warden. Nominated to the Vestry were 

Fran Esposito, Florence Negron, Margee Ready and Leslie Light.  The slate was approved by show of hands. 

Mary thanked Scott Cameron and Amy DiGuigno for their very hard work in assembling the slate. 

 The slate of nominees was accepted by show of hands.  

The Stewardship Commission, Property Sale Commission, Worship Commission, Building and Grounds 

Commission, Sunday School Commission, Outreach Commission, Music Director, Events Committee, Altar 

Guild and Handbell Choirs all submitted reports for review to the Annual meeting summarizing their work over 

the last year and updating their current statuses.  All these reports were accepted by show of hands.  
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A proposed amendment to the By-Laws concerning terms of Junior and Senior Wardens, Article V- Officers 

was tabled after much discussion both pro and con. This is to be revisited next year.  

Rev. Lee concluded the meeting with a Litany of Thanksgiving for a church followed by a closing hymn “Called 

from Their Labors to Learn Jesus’ Way.” 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Tracey Longway 

Tracey Longway 

Parish Clerk  

 

Financial Reports 

Submitted by Felix Esposito 

Christ Episcopal Church  2016   2017   2018 

     Year End  Year End  Budget 

 

Total Income    193,839  136,688.53  117,328.56 

Total Expenses   346,427  312,587.28  283,641.00 

Loss before draw   (152,588)  (175,898.75)  (166,312.44) 

Draw from BMY monthly        (13,859.37) 
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Report of the Interim Rector 
Submitted by the Reverend Scott Lee 

Priest in Charge  

 

This is my fifth annual report to the congregation. 

  

My initial appointment as Priest-in-Charge was for a period of three years which was completed on November 

30 of last year. Consulting with your Vestry and the Office of the Bishops of the Episcopal Church in 

Connecticut, I was invited to stay for an additional year. At the time of that negotiation, I said that I would 

remain in office until a new rector had been selected or until March 31, 2018, whichever came first. March 31 is 

the day before Easter Day, and it seemed only sensible to agree to remain through Easter Day, and that is the 

current plan. My final day with you before retirement is expected to be April 1, 2018. 

 

As pastor and priest together with you the Holy Eucharist has been celebrated over 159 times on Sundays and 

weekdays, with an average Sunday attendance of 86 persons. We have administered Holy Baptism on four 

occasions, baptizing 7 persons; celebrated two marriages; and conducted 8 burials. The Holy Eucharist has been 

shared with hospitalized or homebound parishioners 18 times, centering on the seasons of Christmas and Easter. 

 

Because the parish’s search for a new rector has begun, I am now considered to be your interim rector, 

specifically preparing the way for a new leader of the congregation. My strategy in doing this is much as it has 

been all along: to strengthen what is working and to mend or discontinue what is not working as well. I am 

pleased to report that the number of things working well vastly surpasses those needing remedies. Godly Play, 

our program for youth, Centering Prayer, The Lord’s Kitchen, AA, Alanon, OA, Alateen, Boy Scouts, the choir, 

the Vestry – all of these and more are strong and have strong lay leaders in place who can continue these 

ministries uninterrupted by my leaving. I have tried, with limited success in some areas, to provide structure and 

clear boundaries for volunteers. In particular, our financial procedures are much more tightly done with multiple 

layers of accountability and clear guidelines for reimbursement, expenditure, and accounting. Areas of ongoing 

critical concern are the parish’s continuing reliance on investment principle. This concern includes the need for 

a balanced yearly budget. I also believe that a more systematic way of including newcomers into the life of the 

congregation is essential. We continue to attract visitors, and several have stayed to make Christ Church their 

home, but we still need to be very intentional about helping these newcomers to find ministries both within the 

congregation and in our wider community. A more systematic way of recruiting, training, scheduling and 

supporting liturgical ministers – Eucharistic ministers, acolytes, Eucharistic visitors – needs to be established. 

Despite these concerns, your next rector will be stepping into a well-run, efficient, friendly and institutionally 

healthy organization. 

 

There will be occasions soon for us to say our farewells, but on this occasion I want to say again what I have 

said before and will continue to say: My tenure at Christ Church has been the happiest, most fulfilling, most 

affirming time of my ordained ministry. God brought us together to our mutual benefit, and I shall remain 

grateful to God and to you for the privilege of serving alongside you. Christ Church is organizationally strong, is 

dedicated to God’s mission in the world, and, despite serious financial challenges, can have as bright and strong 

a future as Christ Church’s good people will embrace. 
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Wardens Annual Report 

Submitted by Gail Roth and Kenneth Warrington 

First and foremost, we must recognize the never ending dedication and hard work of our church staff, vestry, 

and the many, many volunteers who assist in meeting the challenges that have and continue to face Christ 

Church.    Thanks to the countless time, effort and talent of the various church committees in dealing with day to 

day issues as well as long term issues. 

Thanks to the property committee who have worked diligently under the leadership of Judy Kurmay.  We 

continue to be in negotiations regarding the sale of the parking lot and 2 houses.  Hopefully, 2018 will bring 

about a completed sale.   

The parish met with Canon LeeAnn Tolzmann regarding transition and we were assigned our consultant, Mary 

Hart.  The Transition Team has been hard at work preparing the profile for the search for a new rector.  Please 

continue to pray for our team: Rick Marcone, Chris Moffatt, Raleigh Padgett, Bob Ready, Cindy Casinelli and 

Tracey Longway.  

Father Scott will retire as of April 1, 2018.  We have been so blessed to have him here at Christ Church as our 

priest-in-charge.  We thank him for his joyful, spirit filled leadership as we work together to fulfill God’s 

mission here at Christ Church.  Although we will be saddened upon his retirement, we wish him “smooth 

sailing” as he begins the next chapter, whether on the high seas or in Sewanee.  

 

Nominating Commission Report 
Submitted by Mary Padgett 
 

Senior Warden:   Gail Roth 

Junior Warden:  Kenneth Warrington 

Treasurer:  Doreen Moffat 

Parish Clerk Tracey Longway 

Vestry: 

 3-Year Term 2-Year Term 1-Year Term 

 Cynthia Casinelli Fran Esposito Leslie Light  

 Sandra Lefebvre Margee Ready Amy Taylor  

  Jeff Arkenberg Don Millberry 

Ex-Officio:  Rev. Scott Lee  
 

Delegates and Alternates to the Diocesan Convention and the Bridgeport Deanery Convocations- 3-year 

term: 

Delegates 

Marilyn Olbrys  Cheryl Warrington 
 

Nominating Commission   

 Scott Cameron 

 Ex-Officio:  Rev. Scott Lee  
  

Buildings and Grounds Commission:   Felix Esposito, Chair 

Donald Felix Kathie Powell Beth Brooks 

Nick Vertucci Felix Esposito Kenneth Warrington 

 John Arkenberg 

Ex-Officio:  Rev. Scott Lee 
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Worship Commission:  Fran Esposito, Chair 

            Dorothy Cameron           Susan Hovan Marilyn Olbrys 

 Cheryl Warrington Gail Roth Joan Bettini 

 Debbie Stebbins  

 Ex-Officio:  Rev. Scott Lee 
 

Stewardship Commission Judith Kurmay, Chair 

           Beth Brooks Anne Minatti Judy Kurmay 

 Ex Officio:  Rev. Scott Lee  
 

Finance Commission:     Felix Esposito, Chair pro temp 

 Felix Esposito Sally Logan Donald Millberry 

 Brandis Flash, Sr Fran Esposito Marilyn Olbrys 

 Bruce Blanchard Ken Warrington Judy Kurmay 

 Ex-Officio:  Rev. Scott Lee  
  

Events Commission:  Dorothy Cameron, Chair  

         Rebecca Arkenberg                       Dorothy Cameron   Lori Jones 

 Matthew Light        Leslie Light Nick Vertucci 

 David Wooley        Raleigh Padgett 

 Ex-Officio:  Rev. Scott Lee 

 

Outreach Commission:  Tracey Longway, Chair 

         Helen Winter                           Judith Kurmay  Tracey Longway 

 Beth Brooks Samantha Longway Anne Minatti 

  Bonnie Paradise Nancy Comboni 

  Ex-Officio:  Rev. Scott Lee 
 

Treasurer 
Doreen Moffat 

 

My husband and I have been members of Christ Church since moving to Stratford in 1989.  All three of our 

children were baptized here.  I have been a choir member for many years, served on the Restoration Committee 

in the late 1990s,  and on the Vestry for 3 years.  Most recently I have been part of the committee working on 

the sale of the parish parking lot and adjacent property.  By occupation I am a banker, and have been with 

People’s United Bank for 30 years, currently in the role of Senior Vice President, Divisional Human Resources. 

 

Vestry Nominees 

Cynthia Casinelli 

Cynthia Casinelli, born in Youngstown, Ohio, grew up in central Pennsylvania as an avid sports fanatic.  After 

obtaining a degree in business from Temple University, she has lead departments and helped run agency offices 

for State Farm Insurance for many years. Since then, her husband, sons, cats, and dogs are grateful that she has 

spent the better part of 13 years devoted to their happiness while keeping her happiness by learning to become a 

fitness guru.  She is an Epic running coach, a published writer, and loyal friend.  Her future plans are to continue 

to travel, surround herself with love, and carpe the heck out of Diem. 

Her spiritual journey mirrors that of a cross country train trip, she believes she knows the final destination, but 

never knows what she will see or experience along the way.  Looking deep within and learning what spiritual 
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gifts from God she may have will help to have a closer relationship with God and “walk the walk” so to speak.  

Brought to Christ Church by her special soul sister, she has gained a tremendous amount of spiritual growth 

through, Godly Play leadership, bible study, centering prayer and currently a member of the transition team.  

 

Sandra Lefebvre 

Sandra Lefebvre, mother of three and grandmother of two, is a lifelong Connecticuter.  After receiving a 

bachelor's degree in biology, she traveled extensively in the United States with major league baseball.  She loves 

all forms of music, especially playing guitar, piano and singing.  Her penchant for the arts led her to develop a 

passion for the movies and the theater.  

Christ Church has offered Sandra a community and home.  Her life is being enriched in so many ways.  In 

joining the choir, she has found a talented and fun family.  She has gained knowledge and insight from an 

amazingly brilliant teacher in Bible study.  He has guided her in exploring peace on another level in Centering 

Prayer.  Her son is learning the true meaning of why we celebrate Christmas, Palm Sunday, and Easter.  

As she continues on her spiritual journey, she seeks a higher and closer understanding of God, the world we live 

in and her true self. 

 

Jeff Arkenberg 

 

Hello! I have been a member of the Christ Church community since my family moved here in 1997. Although I 

was still in college (in Texas) at the time, and although I've wandered to Wisconsin, Florida and NYC, I have 

always attended church when I am home and have helped with Yulefest, concerts (especially our recent Marian 

hymns and the 300th anniversary concerts), graveyard projects, and other church events. I am putting down 

some roots in Connecticut (finally!) and am looking forward to serving our parish. 
 

My educational and professional background lies mostly along the music/arts and library continuum. I am 

interested in helping Dottie Cameron with keeping the musical and social activities of Christ Church engaging 

and exciting.  

Stewardship Commission Report 

Submitted by Judy Kurmay 

 

Many here at Christ Church are fellow travelers on the journey to generosity.  The freely given donations of time 

and talent by musicians, the Godly Play leaders and story tellers as well as the cooks and servers who provide 

community meals three times a month to the hungry are but a few examples from our parish life.  Do take the 

time to read about the others in this annual meeting report. 

We thank Felix Esposito and Brooks Matthews for their witness in the fall financial stewardship campaign. As 

always, Fr. Scott was invaluable in both his witness and work on the nuts and bolts of the annual pledge drive.  

As of this writing, Jan. 11th, 61 families have pledged $104,466 for 2018. 

 

In Christ, 

Fr. Scott, Beth Brooks, Judy Kurmay, Anne Minatti and Bonnie Paradise 
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Transition Team Report 
Submitted by Rick Marcone 

Since its formation, the transition team, under the guidance of our consultant Mary Hart, has been meeting 

regularly and working very hard to complete the “Discernment” process. This is the vehicle which the Episcopal 

Church in Connecticut (ECCT) uses to post and attract potential candidates to be our new Rector. This has not 

been an easy process. Your transition team would like to thank those who took the time to put their thoughts 

into words when we posted the twelve questions through the bulletin and at coffee hour. 

The first draft was presented to the Bishop just before Christmas. After a few reworks, the final product will be 

forwarded to the Diocesan Canon for Transition for final approval next week. Once approved it will then be 

posted by ECCT for potential applicants to see and hopefully respond. Over the next few weeks we will be 

“learning” about the interview process and what questions to ask potential candidates. I’ve been told not to 

expect to receive names of potential candidates until March at the earliest.   

I know we ALL would like to see this process move more quickly, but we want to do our best to “get it right!” 

Such an important decision cannot be rushed into.  We ask for your continued prayers, support, and patience.  

A Prayer for Our transition Team 

Dear Lord, 

Guide the efforts for all involved in this process to bring new rector to this church.  Bless our transition team 

with open minds and hearts so that they may hear and respond to your will and your plan for us.  Imbue them 

with discernment, grace and wisdom as they consider candidates.  May our parish members have the confidence 

to express their needs and may the transition team to be open to hearing them.  Pour your blessings on all of us 

Lord that we may know we are acting in love and according to your will. In Jesus name we pray.  Amen 

 

Property Report 
Submitted by Judy Kurmay 

 

In mid-November we received an offer to purchase the properties, not including the rectory, on the west side of 

Main Street for $1.5M.  Currently the buyer is in the midst of the due diligence period which will conclude in 

mid-February.  It continues to be our hope and prayer that we are nearing the end of this particular very long and 

winding road. 

Currently tenants occupy 1995 Main Street.  At 2019 Main Street, Christ Church Center for Contemplative 

Prayer occupies the first floor while there is a law office on the second. 

From 2017 and into 2018 there have been substantial differences between the Town’s tax assessor’s office and 

the Church.  We strongly dispute the assessor’s and the Board of Assessment Appeals valuation of 2009 Main 

St. (aka the parking lot).  That appeal is pending.  No firm trial date has been set.  Secondly, in a quadrennial 

filing required of all religious groups, the assessor requested information, much of which we are reluctant to 

provide.  After consideration, focused primarily on costly litigation, it was decided to allow access to the 

rectory.  It is our hope that this will settle the matter. Your continued support in these many matters is much 

appreciated. 

Fr. Scott, Gail Roth, Ken Warrington, Bruce Blanchard, Felix Esposito, Judy Kurmay, Rick Marcone and 

Doreen Moffat. 

 



11 

 

Worship Commission 
Submitted by Frances Esposito 

 

With the guidance and direction of Father Scott, the Worship Commission continues to support the various 

groups that contribute to our worship services here at Christ Church. Some of these groups would be both 

choirs, singing and bell, acolytes, greeters and ushers, lay readers and of course Altar Guild. 

We are so fortunate to have such talented people in our midst. The singing choir provides us with our beautiful 

hymns every week and is occasionally accented by the beautiful sound of the bells. Many thanks to Dottie 

Cameron and Marilyn Olbrys. 

The Worship Commission is also involved with issues and concerns with greeters and ushers, as well as trying 

to increase the number of acolytes. 

Our very devoted Altar Guild has the support of the Worship Commission at all times. They work tirelessly 

behind the scenes and never fail in their many and varied duties. 

This past year there have been many special events that the Worship Commission has overseen and coordinated. 

Some of these are Holy Thursday dinner, Easter morning Choir breakfast, reception for the December concert, 

and the beach service, 

We invite your comments and concerns always., and look forward to 2018. Please feel free to speak to any of us 

at anytime. 

 

Building & Grounds Annual Report  

Submitted by Felix Esposito 

 

As always 2017 has been a very busy year for Building & Grounds in the maintenance and up keep of the many 

buildings and grounds at Christ Church. 

This past year emphasis was placed on repairing the front doors of the church and restoring our cemetery. The 

repairs and up keep projects completed with outside contracts cost us a little over $9,000.00.  

The Building & Grounds team with material cost only and their labor saved us about $5,000.00. 

A few of the major projects completed were: 

1. The front doors of the Church have been repaired and painted. 

2. A security door was added to the hallway entering the Haitian church. 

3. Replaced the flat roof over the GR shop. 

4. Had a real estate competition market analysis completed on 1995 Main Street (golden rooster house) and 

2019 Main Street. 

5. Replaced the broken glass in the front door of the office hallway. 

 

We like to thank the “Connecticut Society of the Sons of the American Revolution” for all the hard work they 

did to repair the headstones in our cemetery. They said they “will be back as soon the weather permits”. 

 

Again I would like to thank members of the Building and Grounds Committee for their financial donations, hard 

work and dedication to Christ Church to keep it looking as good as new. 

It has been a labor of love for all involved. We are a hands on committee. We have many new projects in the 

works for 2018; we welcome new members to spread the work load. 
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Sunday School Report 

Submitted by Gail Roth and Amy Taylor 

. 

 Our Godly Play program, now in its third year, continues to thrive.  We have 20 children registered and 

attendance varies each Sunday from 3 -15 students.   

This year we implemented a new teen class called, The Power of Youth.  It is a video based discussion program 

for students in grades 7-12.  We have 8 teens enrolled and a wonderful group of adult volunteer leaders that 

each lead for one month.  Many thanks to Lori Jones, Cindy Casinelli, Kathy Signore, Kris Sealey, Dave 

Wooley, Amy Moffatt, Amy Taylor and Gail Roth for assisting with this new program.   

Our annual nativity pageant in December was a wonderful event for the children as well as the adults.  The 

children and teenagers did a fabulous job presenting the pageant.  Also, the Godly Play Christmas Eve liturgy 

was held at the 4 PM service on Christmas Eve.  Our children processed the figurines for the manger and the 

story culminated with the entire congregation bringing their stars forward to be hung from the rood screen.  

They will continue to sparkle all through Epiphany. 

We have purchased 5 copies of Let Us Pray – A little kid’s guide to the Eucharist for parents to borrow and use 

with children during the service. The book is extremely helpful in explaining what is happening during each 

segment of the service and best of all, it is kid friendly.  

Our wonderful storytellers – Amy Taylor, Gail Roth, Amy DiGiugno, Julie Seeber, Margee Ready, Judy 

Kurmay, Lori Jones, Sue Ziman and Dan Sikes continue to make our program a wonderful place for Christ 

Church youth.  We are so blessed to have such a committed group! 

You are always welcome to come and visit during Godly Play and see what wonderful things are happening 

because of this extraordinary program.  

We also would like to invite any new leaders into our group.  If you are interested in helping out, please speak to 

one of us and we can get you involved. 

Outreach Commission 

Submitted by Tracey Longway  

 

This year our global outreach recipient was St. Vincent’s Centre for Handicapped Children in Port-au-Prince, 

Haiti through the Children’s Medical Mission of Haiti. The CMMH is a 501(c)(3) organization committed to 

providing support for the delivery of medical and educational services to the children of Haiti through St. 

Vincent’s Centre for Handicapped Children. For the coming year we have become a Tuition Gap Sponsor for 

one child at St. Vincent’s and will contribute $650 over the year to subsidize tuition costs. We have made a 

commitment to the Council of Churches of Greater Bridgeport to contribute to their work. In 2017 we held 

several very successful bake sales to raise money for our projects.  

Christmas baskets for home-bound parishioners were made again by Amy Taylor and Sue Hovan and delivered 

by members of the commission. Many Thanks to Amy and Sue. 

Other organizations receiving contributions were:  

Sterling House Food Pantry     Sterling House Toy Drive, The Angel Tree 

Southend Community Center, school book bag project Smile Train, one surgery 

Heifer International, Pennies for Chicks   Connecticut Food Bank 
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Episcopal Relief and Development    Save the Children 

Spooner House Food Pantry     Salvation Army 

Bridgeport Rescue Mission – food for their Thanksgiving American Red Cross 

Dinner project, warm hats, gloves, socks and toiletries.  

 

Coffee hour donations go to Outreach to help fund these projects. 

Many thanks to the devoted and hard-working commission members for all they do. 

Many thanks also to our parishioners for the many contributions you make to outreach work.  

 

Commission members: Tracey Longway, Beth Brooks, Judy Kurmay, Sam Longway, Anne Minatti, Helen 

Winter, Bonnie Paradise and Nancy Comboni. Fr. Scott, Ex-officio 

 

Report of the Music Director 

Submitted by Dorothy Cameron 

 

Our December 3rd Advent Concert of Anglican Marian Hymns, performed by the Senior Choir and guest 

musicians, took a tour through hymns that are not regularly sung on a Sunday. These hymns celebrated four 

events in Mary’s life:  the Annunciation (March 25), The Presentation (February 2nd), The Visitation of Mary to 

Elizabeth (May 31st), and the Saint Day of Mary (August 15).  Our concert was a wonderful exploration, and the 

choir did very hard work! I would like to thank Ruth Munson, Verda Flash, Sandy Lefebvre, Pat Collar, Kathie 

Powell, Leslie Light, Matt Light, Raleigh Padgett, Florence Permanend, Rian Grimmer and the concert’s right-

hand man, Jeff Arkenberg. We were very happy to have Rebecca Arkenberg and John Arkenberg join us, 

playing hurdy-gurdy and bass recorder.  Grant Herreid, accomplished early music musician, played recorder, 

cornet and lute. I thought the concert went splendidly, and hope everyone had as good a time doing it as I did! 

We thank Father Scott for his wonderful idea, and hope that he will keep sending us ideas from TN! 

Christ Church has lost a long-time member of choir and Christ Church, Marian Knight. Marian and Dave 

Knight met while singing in an Episcopal choir in Albany, New York, and 40 years of music making later, the 

Knights have moved to Lawrenceville, New Jersey to be near their eldest son. We miss Marian greatly, 

personally and musically. 

Providentially, God sent us Pat Coller, soprano, to sing in the choir, and an additional tenor in the person of Jeff 

Arkenberg. We are very happy to have them both!! Jeff has been of immense value in notating music for the 

choir to sing, as a lot of our music is adapted from on-line sources that may need to be arranged for our group. 

Jeff also plays many instruments -- recorders, flutes and guitars to name a few, and plays any when we need 

them. Whew! 

Christ Church’s Christmas Youth Band played for 4 PM Christmas service, as they did last year. 

Instrumentalists are Lucy and Sylvie Olbrys, Peter Moffat, Bennett DaPonte-Smith, and Jeremy Marcone. Our 

Youth Choir practiced for all of Advent and sang all the Christmas carols-- members were Bria and Bryant 

Thom, Isaiah Geathers, Averie Cupee, and Ashlynn Taylor.  We have not had a Christmas Youth Choir for a 

few years, and it was a privilege and a joy to work with these groups! We are looking forward to hearing them 

in the future. 

January 2017 to November 2017 was full.  The choir/congregation sang Anglican chant for the seasons of 

Advent and Epiphany. We have explored other Episcopal hymnals -- Wonder, Love and Praise and My Heart 

Sings Out, in addition to singing new hymns from the rich heritage of LEVAS and Hymnal 1982. The choir 

prepared another concert, A Concert of Kyries, and sang that concert on April 5th, 2017 in conjunction with the 

Johnson State College Chamber Singers from Johnson State College in Johnson, Vermont. Christ Church turned 

out hospitality in force for our visitors, feeding and housing 24 students that were on the singing tour. The 
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Chamber Singers repaid us amply with their gratitude, their wonderful performance, and helping triple our 

choir’s numbers for two of our ‘Kyries’. Where else can you triple the size of your choir in one day! 

 
All through this year, Marilyn Olbrys has directed the weekly meeting of Youth Bell Choir and Senior Bell 

Choir to rehearse and play in services once a month. We thank her for her expertise and leadership; it is a joy to 

hear the bells when they play. Thank you, Senior Bell Choir for your constant willingness to help, as in playing 

for our Kyrie and Marian Hymns concert; bells are a perfect addition to voices! 

Last but not least, a word of appreciation to Father Scott. He has met with Sue and me once a week for the 

complete year, as in previous years, and I have gained an appreciation for Episcopal music and liturgy that I 

have not had before. Scott’s approach to liturgy is steadily imbuing Sue and me with “a way that it should be 

done”; i.e. the correct way, the way the Book of Common Prayer gave directions for liturgy to be done! We try 

new musical settings of hymns and service music, most of which become familiar in very little time.  Thank 

you, Father Scott, for guiding us through a more complete experience of worship. It has taken a bit of getting 

used to, but now that we are there, you will be also, in the back of our minds, guiding us through. 

 

Report of the Events Committee 
Submitted by Dorothy Cameron 

 

Events Committee sponsored three events through the year—Irish Night (March 10th). Shakespeare Tea (April 

23rd), and a reception in our parish hall after the August 26, 2017 Sons and Daughters of the American 

Revolution Ceremony of the Marking of the Graves of 18 Revolutionary War soldiers buried in our graveyard. 

We want to thank all the help we have had for all of these events --  Chris Moffat, our indefatigable Irish Night 

chef, Amy Taylor, decorator for Irish Night and Lori Jones and Nick Vertucci , Irish basket and raffle artists. 

The band played on- and practiced beforehand- thank you, Irish Night Academy Hill Session Band! We lost a 

long- time member of the band, Becky Saranich, to Florida last February; we missed her very much 

Shakespeare’s birthday tea featured great teas and “those little sandwiches with the crust trimmed off”, a 

singalong of Broadway songs, led by Matt Light and accompanied by Joe Utterback, and an open mic of 

Shakespeare readings and performances.  It was attended by about 30 people, some repeat attendees from last 

year, and a fitting tribute to Stratford’s claim to fame! 

Although not strictly a Christ Church Event, Christ Church supports an Open Mic on the second Saturday of 

each month, from 7-10 PM in our Parish Hall. All donations received from this free event have gone toward 

buying a sound system, and light controller to be used in our parish hall. We are so fortunate to have talent 

coming to the Open Mic, no two Saturdays alike. Open Mic has the steady help of a great band, the Parker 

Avenue Band, and  Christ Church’s own group – thank you to Raleigh Padgett, Jeff Arkenberg, Cynthia Lordi, 

Aric Wellman and Janet Cunningham!  

Ethan and Barbara Stewart of the Sons and Daughters of the American Revolution headed up the restoration of 

graves and stones in our graveyard. With the assistance of a donation of $10,000 from Columbia University, 

they restored stones and monuments that have fallen, been face down for years, and were broken. All summer 

and fall, SAR and DAR volunteers could be seen gently washing the granite and sandstone markers and 

resetting stones to be straight, their group giving over 700 hours of labor to our historic graveyard’s cause.  

Christ Church would to thank these dedicated people and businesses: 

 

  Ethan and Barbara Stewart and their group of SAR/DAR workers  

  Mark Bernier Country Meadow Tree Service LLC  

Jim Bria Artista Studios & Monument Works LLC  

Tom Callinan Tom.C@Crackerbarrel-Ents.com 

Raymond Scholl, Milford Cemetery  
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Boy Scout Troop 76 Christ Episcopal Church 

Leo Chavez repaired front pillars 

One of the many wonderful results of the SAR/DAR restoration work is an application to the 

Stratford Rotary club for a grant to continue restoration work, and upkeep of the graveyard.  The 

recipients will be announced in mid-March. Another gift is a song composed by Tom Callinan, 

State Troubadour, in honor of the Grave Marking Ceremony of the 18 Patriots who are buried in 

our cemetery. 

 

Patriots In Christ Church Graveyard 

By Tom Callinan • © 2017 – CANNU YUSIC, LTD. 

Vs. 1 In 2017 we gathered, for patriots interred below, 

To make sure that they would not be forgotten, for what they did – so long ago. 

Among the many buried in Christ Church graveyard, 

In Stratford, near Long Island Sound, 

Are men who served in our War of Independence, from the British Crown. 

 

REFRAIN:  

Some served upon the battlefield for the cause of LIBERTY; 

While others served behind the scenes – at home or on the sea. 

Vs. 2 At least eighteen such men, who lie below us, stood up, risking all – 

Their lives, their treasure, and sacred honor – in response to FREEDOM's call. 

They shifted their allegiance, rejecting the monarchy; 

As thirteen colonies, united – opposing tyranny.  

 REFRAIN: 

Some served upon the battlefield for the cause of LIBERTY; 

While others served behind the scenes – at home or on the sea. 

Bridge: One who lies here was a soldier of conscience, 

A godly man, who saw PEACE the prize. 

Guided by the words of *Matthew, 

He urged restraint and compromise.   

 

REFRAIN: 

Some served upon the battlefield for the cause of LIBERTY; 

While others served behind the scenes – at home or on the sea. 

TAG: And what they did has made us FREE. 

*Matthew 5:9 of the King James Version of The Bible: 

"Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God." 
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      We heartily appreciate all the efforts that all the work group of DAR/SAR have devoted to 

our cemetery. We will have a coffee hour program in March in which the Stewarts will show us 

what has been done and how they did it! 

Christ Church Handbell Choirs 

Submitted by Marilyn Olbrys 

 

The adult bell choir continues to grow in music ability and also in close friendship. We participate in the 

morning worship service about once a month and at holiday services. In September we took part in a music 

program at the Mormon Church in Trumbull. Both the adult and youth choirs were represented. We also 

participated in the Marian Concert put on by our own Christ Church choir. 

 

Occasionally people from the youth choir are called on to substitute in the adult group where they fill in 

admirably. Senior members of the youth group are Lexi Porter, Fiona Kyle, and Daniel DiGiugno. Other 

members of the group are Lucy Olbrys, Sylvie Olbrys, David Wooley, Isaiah Johnson, Ben Casinelli, Blake 

Casinelli, Hunter LeMay and Ashlynn Taylor. They participate in the 10 o’clock service on the first Sunday of 

the month. They are a delightful group and it is a oy to work with them. Their commitment is very much 

appreciated. 

 

Altar Guild Annual Report 
Submitted by Charlotte Matthews and Ruth Munson 

 

The Altar Guild currently has 13 members – Teams 2, 3 and 5 have three members; Teams 1 and 4 have two 

members. Everyone knowing or learning the respective duties and protocol. I am especially thankful for all Fr. 

Scott has taught us and stepped in to, make sure all runs smoothly for himself and all of us! 

 

Frequently there are meetings with the Worship Commission. These are very helpful and provide opportunity 

for many of us to work together within the services and set-ups that need to be accomplished during the church 

calendar year. 

 

We would always entertain the addition of anyone else that would like to be part of the set-up and other 

activities associated with the Altar Guild. Ruth Munson and myself are usually available during Coffee Hour 

following the 10am service if anyone would like to see/hear what is involved. And, we are always available if 

anyone has questions concerning what needs to be done. 

 

I am involved with going through the Acolyte and Eucharistic Minister vestments that hang in the Sacristy. I 

repaired/laundered 8 just prior to the Christmas Season, and will get back to finishing the job as the new year 

progresses. 

 

I encourage all Acolytes and Eucharistic Ministers to continue to keep their vestments laundered and in good 

shape – in anything needs mending, please let me know. I will continue to make name tags for the vestment 

hangers so that all know which vestments are theirs. If you need a different vestment, please make sure your old 

vestment in laundered before you retire it and obtain a newer one. 

 

Thanks to all Altar Guild members for their loyal and continuing service. It is such an honor to work with you 

all. 
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Closing Prayer: A Litany of Thanksgiving for a Church 

 

Let us thank God whom we worship here in the beauty of holiness. 

 

Eternal God, the heavens cannot contain you, much less the walls of temples made with hands. Graciously 

receive our thanks for this place, and accept the work of our hands, offered to your honor and glory. 

 

For the Church universal, of which these visible buildings are the symbol, 

We thank you, Lord. 

 

For your presence whenever two or three have gathered together in your Name, 

We thank you, Lord. 

 

For this place where we may be still and know that you are God, 

We thank you, Lord. 

 

For making us your children by adoption and grace, and refreshing us day by day with the bread of life. 

We thank you, Lord. 

 

For the knowledge of your will and the grace to perform it, 

We thank you, Lord. 

 

For the fulfilling of our desires and petitions as you see best for us, 

We thank you, Lord 

 

For the pardon of our sins, which restores us to the company of your faithful people, 

We thank you, Lord. 

 

For the blessing of our vows and the crowning of our years with your goodness, 

We thank you, Lord. 

 

For the faith of those who have gone before us and for our encouragement by their perseverance, 

We thank you, Lord. 

 

Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the majesty; 

For everything in heaven and on earth is yours. 

 

Your, O Lord, is the kingdom; 

And you are exalted as head over all. Amen. 
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Closing Hymn 

The Diocesan Hymn 
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